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Scripture Doctrine 
WATER-BAPTISM, 


STATED. 


WHEREIN 


That famous Apologiſt, Mr. Ronan r Baxctav's 
firſt Principle, which denies War RR-BAPTIsM, is 
The Reverend Mr. T. EmLyN's previous 


refuted, 
_ Queſtion is largely conſider d; what St. PAUL means 
by the Children of Chriſtians being holy, and what 
St. PETER, by Baptiſm now ſaving us; the moſt 


plauſible Objections to the baptizing of Infants, implead- 


ed; Adult- Baptizers have neither Precept nor Pre- 
cedemt in the New Teſtament to ſupport their Practice 
Chriſtian Parents encouraged to baptize their Infant- 
Offspring ;—ſome proper Reflections upon the U/e and 
| Abuſe of the Rite. 
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The general Scn EME. 


581. Wu bur ptiſm found to be a ebriftian 


rite, and not ſuperſeded by the Spirit. 


Againſt Mr. RonerT Barciav's „ 


$ II. Water-Baptiſm has no renovating, ſaving | 


RAT but in adult rſons i 25 expreſſive of an open 
declaration of their belief in the chriſtian doct rine. 


§ III. Did not qualify for the miraculous im- 


partments, but ſometimes preceded, and W 
followed 


reſignation to ſufferings. 


& V. I was expreſſve of N or privi- 


lege, as it ere the baptized Jews from 
the Moſaic lau. 


$ VI. The moſt univerſal fenſe a ſymbol of "ol 


puri 
6 $ VII The Reverend Mr. To EMLYN's 
previous Queſtion conſider d. 

§ VIII. The 1 Cor. vii. 14. confider'd, under 


which is ſhewn, what we may underſtand, by 
the child of a believing parent being HOLY. 


What followeth theſe Sections, is | chiefly © an- 


| Fwers to twelve Objections. 


Obj. I. That the Abrahamic covenant, and 


the ci reumcifing of infants under it, or the bap- 


* ＋ the chilgren of Proſelytes, are no ei- 


dences 


$IV. a had a moral ſenſe, and imported | 


- * 4 . 
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ii The general Scheme. 
dences in favour of infant-baptiſm ; fince it is 
not proved, that baptiſm is in the Place of cir- 
cumcifion.— * 1 

Obj. II. Infants are not capable ſubjects of 
baptiſm, fince the original commiſſion of our 
Lord's, is, firſt to teach or diſciple, and after 
that to baptize, _ „ 
Obj. III. There is an expreſs mention made in 
the New Teſtament of adult perſons being bap- 
tized, but an entire ſilence concerning the bap- 
tiſin of infants ; fince-therefore there is neither 
precept nor precedent in this . caſe, it will fol- 
bow, that to baptize infants, is to be wiſe above 
what is written, © a Rn 
_.. Obj. IV. Baptiſm is of very conſiderable im- 
portance in the affair of mens ſalvation, as it is 
recommended in the writings of the New Teſta- 
ment, Mark xvi. 16. Acts xvi. 31. ch. ii. 38. 
Hence it cannot, with any propriety, be applied 
to infants, they being incapable of underſtanding 


any thing about it. | 
Obj. V. But infants are innocent, pure, and 
holy ; and therefore | have no need of waſhing ; 
and * Kr muſt therefore be very 1mpertinently 
applied to them. _ CO ” Ag 
Obj. VI. Others. object, that to repreſent chil- 
' dren as pure and holy, or innocent, is to deny the 
truth; for they are all born in original fin, and 
are all, by nature, children of wrath ; and there- 
fore, baptiſin ſhould be applied to them, as the 
| laver of regeneration.— That baptiſm hereupon, 
"muſt have à regenerating efficacy ; the water 

being ſanctiſied to the myſtical waſhing * 
0 


of ſin, as well as its being a rite, by which the 
infant is incorporated into the body of Chriſt's 
church. 3 


. Obj. VII. M.. BaxcL AY attempts to deſtroy 


the doctrine of Water-Baptiſm, from 1 Pet. iii. 
21, viz, becauſe water cannot purify farther 
than the fleſh — . 

Obj. VIII. Mr. BA RCLAV has alſo attempted 


to deſtroy Water-Baptiſm, from 1 Cor, i. 14, 17. 


viz. the apoſtles not being ſent to baptize — 
Odj. IX. 


F no poſitive, external rite. 


Obj. X. The modern Deiſt, who is for re- | 


jecting revelation, and being abſolutely guided by 


the light of nature, may perhaps object, that to 
uſe the external rite of baptiſm, in a religious 


ſenſe, is inconſiſtent with the pure documents of 
reaſon, or the hight of nature. 


Obj. XI. Altho' baptiſm might poſſibly become 


4 moral mean, to an adult perſon, yet we ſee not 
how it can alfect an infant. For, ſuppoſing it 


to die in infancy without baptiſm, it is à mere 


Jeſt to imagine, that it will be worſe treated by 

_ the univerſal Father, than if it had been bap- 
tized ; for the omiſſion of baptiſm was no matter 
.of blame in the infant, N 


wy Encouragement, added to the above argu- 


ments, for chriſtian parents baptizing their in- 
fants, is, thoſe kind expreſſions and notices which 
the author of our religion ſhewed to infants. 


The general. Scheme, 111 


1s from Gal. iii. 28, Col. iii. 1 1. and 
Rom. ii. 28, 29. which ſuppoſes, that the ſpiri- 
tuality of the chriſtian diſpenſation, will admit 


II. St. 5 


iy The general Scheme. 
II. St. Peter's declaration, Acts ii. 39. The 


promiſe being made to the children of the Jewiſh + 


converts, as well as to them ; which would have 


excited their prejudices, if the. initiating rite 
dad been denied their children. 


Obj. XII. The chriſtian doBrine was not cdl | 


culated to indulge mens prejudices, but to combat 
them ;—and John the Baptiſt has actually com- 
bated this prejudice of the Jews about their in- 
fants being baptized, Matth. iii. g. 

III. Encouragement to infant-baptiſm, is ground- 
ed on Eph. vi. 4. viz, chriftian parents being 
commanded to educate their children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord 


IV. Encouragement which profeſſing chriftians 


have to baptize therr offspring, is, their being 
actually concerned in — ns of remiſſion, 
or, in the efficacy of Chriſt's death. 

V. The condut# is fit and reaſonable; for the 
church of Chrift would not be vifible, if no ex- 
ternal rites or marks of it were allowed. But 
all good ſocieties merely humane, as well as all 
divine conſtitutions, fince God bad @ diſtinguiſhed 
people or church in the world, have confider'd 
infants as belonging to their communities, and 


have admitted them under fuch or fork quakfica- | 


tions: ſo that the baptiſm of infants zs in per- 


7 ed conformity to the meaſures and rules of all 


good government, therefore fit and becoming, 


Laſtly, Same proper e upon * uſe 


and abuſe of the rite, 
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Seripture Doctrine of WaTzrxBarTioN, 


OES any man give into the 
obſervance of a religious rite ? 
it is highly reaſonable, that he 
ſhould carefully examine into 
| the foundation upon which ſuch 
| rite is ſupported. Is there a rite 

faid to be obſerved by chriſtians? what is the 
authority on which they ground their obſervance 
of it? This will be an enquiry very becoming 
thoſe who uſe Water-Baptiſm ; viz. how the 
rite ſtands ſupported in the writings of the New 
Teſtament. OE. 1 bis 
THESE writings are indeed the only proper 
directory to a chriſtian, or they are the moſt 
8 - B plwain 
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plain and infallible rule of his conduct never- 0 
theleſs, inaſmuch as the ei cbriſtians, or thoſe 


perſons who were firſt converted to chriſtianity, 
were thoſe of the Jewiſh nation, the chriſtian 
will be allowed to examine into any part of 
the condition or ſtate of that people, where 
the uſages of their polity will throw light into 
the ſubject of | his enquiry, And nothing is 
more natural, than to enquire how this people 


can be ſuppoſed to bear the * of their 


rites. ; 


$1. aun rp we bk what it is hes warrants | 


the uſe of Water-Baptiſm, as a religious rite, 
among chriſtians ?—lIt will be told us, that 
Fobn, the harbinger of Jeſus,” who came be- 
fore him to prepare the way for the intro- 
duction of his kingdom, did indeed come bap- 
tizing with water unto repentance : but, having 
no ſymbols of miraculous power to atteſt or 
recommend his miniſtry, he declares, that he 
| who: came after him, ſhould baptize with / the 
Holy Spirit and with fire, Matth, ini. 11. which 
we afterwards find was the only way in which 
Jeſus did ever baptize, as may be learnt from 


Fohn iv. 2. compared with ch. xx, 22.— unleſs | 


that baptiſm he applied tothe feet of his diſciples, 
ch. xii. begin.—So that our Lord's baptizing 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire, may refer 
to the power he gave to his diſciples of work- 
ing miracles, during his miniſtry among them; 
and to thoſe amazing impartments of the Spirit 
ad 28 Which were made by the viſible 


re 
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appearance or diſplay of forky, pointed flames ; 


or, as it is render'd, cloven tongues, as of fire, | 
Ad, ii +: 


Bur then, altho' our toad did never himſelf | 


| Initiate any into his kingdom by Water- 


Baptiſm, yet his diſciples did, as appears from 
John iv. 2. before cited; beſides, baptiſm with 
water was uſed to Saul, by Ananias— to the 
Eunuch, by Philip— to the Gentile converts, 
who had actually received the Holy Spirit, at 


the command of Peter — to the 750 ayler and 


his houſhold, and to Lydia and her's. All 
which nftancee were after the deſcent of the 


Spirit. And this uſage of water was underſtood 


as a rite by which men were initiated into the 
kingdom of Chrift.—So that the famous Apo- 
iſt has greatly miſtook in his reaſoning, who 
thus argues, v/2.- That fince Chriſt's 1 8 5 
* tiſm was not a baptiſm of water, but of the 

: Spirit, therefore baptiſm of water was SUPER= 
© SEDED by the diſpenſation of Jeſus.” * 

Tur Meſſiah introduced his diſpenſation 
with the ſame doctrine which John taught, as 
requiſite to his baptiſm, in all adult perſons, 
VIZ, repentance, Matth. iv. 7 Repent ye, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand ; or is now 
uſhering' in upon you. Mark i. 14, 15. Teſus 
came into Galilee preaching the Goſpel of the 
kingdom of” God, and ſaying, The time is ful- 


filed, and the ki ngdom of God is at hand, re- 


pent ye, and believe the Goſpel — And St. Peter, . 

after the reſurrection and aſcenſion of our Lord. 
n ' fays, 

2a. Barclay, Apol. p. 422, 423. 
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ſays, Repent, and be baptized, every one off you, 
in the name of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, for the 
remiſſion of fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of 


the Holy Spirit, Acts ii. 38.——Surely nothing 


can be more plain, than that Water-Bapti/m 
ſtands diſtinguiſhed, in the true chriſtian divi- 
nity, from the baptiſm of the Spirit, notwith- 


ſtanding the Apolhyiſi above referred to, bas 


denied it by his reaſonings.— It ſtands join'd to 
repentance, as previoully requiſite to the remiſ- 


ſion of fins, and to the receiving of the Holy 
Spirit, NY 


$ II. Nor that Water-Baptiſm had, even in 
the apoſtolick age, any renovating, ſaving, ef- 
ficacy, tho' thus join'd with repentance, as 
will hereafter more fully appear neither could 
from its own nature, become a virtual qualifi- 
cation for the extraordinary impartments ;— 
but there were other reaſons in the divine 


 OEconomy that render'd it fit and proper. For 


we may, at firſt ſight, in a great meaſure ac- 


count for the wiſdom and prudence of the in- 
ſtitution, or ſhew how it appeared ſit, inaſmuch 


as the miraculous gifts were intended to engage 
the attention of men unto, as well confirm the 
doctrine of chriſtianity ; and therefore, it was 


highly expedient that thoſe, who embraced the 


doctrine, ſhould by ſome publick, ſolemn act, 
declare their belief of, that doctrine; the mira- 


culous atteſtations of which they had either 


received, or were going to receive. This was 
a confirmation to all obſervers, that theſe cha- 


riſinata 


A Plea for Infants 5 
riſmata were confined 0 the name and faith 
of Jeſus. 


$ III. I iINTIMATED, that the miraculous 
gifts were conferred both before and after bap- 

| tiſm ; for, leſt men ſhould imagine that — 
was any efficacy in baptiſm, which could con- 
vey ſuch extraordinary abilities, he revelation 
Ne rota us of ſome having theſe gifts before, 
and others after Water-Baptiſm. So thoſe that 
Philip baptized, Acts viii. 12. had not the Holy 
Spirit till after, ſee ver. 15, 17.— And, on the 
other hand, we are expreſsly told, that the Holy 

Spirit fell on all them which heard the word; 
even upon Gentiles was poured out the gift of : 
the Holy Spirit, Acts x. 44, 45. upon which 


Peter ſays, Can any man forbid water, that theſe 


ſhould not be baptized, which have received the 
Holy Spirit as well as we? And be commanded 
them to be pn. in the name of the Lord 


eſus, ver. 48. Here baptiſm was after they 
received the Holy Spirit. 


8 IV. Farther, Baptiſm had a moral ſenſe 
belonged to it, as it imported an open, volun- 
tary devotedneſs and reſignation to ſufferin 
and death. — Such es were baptized into "Feſes 
Chriſt, were baptized into bis death, Rom. vi. 3.— 
elſe what ſhall they do, which are baptized for 
the dead, if the died ſe not at all? why are 
they then baptized for the dead? 1 Cor. xv. 29. 
The hazardous ſtate into which the firſt chriſti- 
ans were brought, by an open profeſſion of 

chriſtt- 


6 A Plea for Infants. 
chriſtianity, with great 7 4 nm entitled their 


baptiſm, @ baptiſin of death 


4 V. Axor RRR ſenſe did belong to the bap- 
tiſm of the firſt chriſtians, expreſſive of benefit 
and privilege, and that was, that mens bein 
baptized in the name of Chrift, manifeſtly 
ſhewed the Moſaic Law to be dead, not only 
to the Gentile, but to the Few fo baptized ; 


Gal. iii. 27. As many of you as have been bap- 


med into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt ; all become 


the children of God, by faith in Chriſt, and 


all are one in him, ver. 26, 28. Forefinach as 


the promiſe 'to Abraham, was not to his ſeeds, - 


as of many, but as of one; and to thy ſeed, 


which is Cbriſt. So that the Gentiles, being 
baptized into Chriſt, could not poſlibly be” 
under obligation to any ſpecial * demand of 
the Moſaic OEconomy ; and the Jew himſelf 
mult be free, ſince the higheſt character which 


the law had ſuſtain'd, was that of a /cbool- 


maſter to lead to Chriſt, Rom. x. 4. Chriſt being 
the end of the law for righteouſneſs, 1. e. the 


terminus, limit, bound, or grand effect of the 


reftitnde of the law, center d in Chriſt. No- 


thing could have juſtified its ritual and ceremo- 


nial canons, had they not ſerved to point out 
to them the excellency of that diſpenſation 
which Chriſt, their promiſed Meſſiah, ſhould 
introduce. 80 that a Jew, being once bapti- 
=: oh into Chriſt, erden no longer need the tui- 

tion 


"b 35 i DER 1 mean, "what belmged to 1 Fews as a 
ſeperate m_ 1 
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| tion of the law; but was manumitted from it, 
being dead to that whereih he was held, Rom. 
vii. 6. and Col. ii. 12. and 20 ver. compared. 


$ VI. Bur the moſt univerſal ſenſe of a 
moral nature, belonging to Water-Baptiſm, as 
a chriſtian rite, is, its being a ſymbol of that 


_ purity, which the whole conſtitution of Jobs 
demands. 


8 VII. Previous to the defence that may be / 
made fog the baptiſm of Infants, it will be 
proper to conſider the arguments of ſome, a- 
gainſt the uſage of any Water-Baptiſm at all. 
And here I would principally remark on the 
argument uſed by that worthy confeſſor Mr. 
Emlyn<. It appears to amount to this, viz. 
That as baptiſm may be ſuppoſed to come 


e in the place, or to ſucceed the Jewiſh cuſ- _ 


© tom or uſage with regard to the Proſelytes, 
e whom they baptized together with their chil- 
« dren. But having initiated them and theirs 
© by baptiſm, all the children of ſuch Proſe- 
te lytes, born after their Proſelytiſm, were 
* looked upon as baptized children; for the 
e baptiſm of their parents having made them 
*« holy, they, their offspring, muſt be holy: 

e ſo that their needs no grafting in of the 

« natural branches.” 
Is order to our diſcerning how far this will 


carry us, let it be granted, that none of the _ 


x8 | deſcen- 
e See his wier Wueſtion, in the fu Volume of his 


Traci. 


2 
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7 4 Pha for Infants. . 
| deſcendants of Proſelytes, born after Proſely- 
tiſm, were baptized ;— nevertheleſs, it will be 
proper to enquire whether they were looked 
upon as ſo holy, that they had no need of 
any rite to aſcertain that their holineſs ? if 
this ſhould not prove to be the caſe, with great 
ſubmiſſion, I am inclined to think, the argu- 
ment will loſe all its force.— ET 
To ſee this, we muſt endeavour to form 
ſome clear idea of Proſelytiſin, or the manner 
of their being treated in the Jewiſh polity. As 
to Proſelytes, we are inform'd, that they were of 
#00 ſorts, the Proſelytes of the covenant, called 
by the Rabbins, the Proſelytes of righteouſneſs; 
and the Proſelyte or Stranger of, or within the 
ate, 
Tux Proſelyte of righteouſneſs ſubmitted to 
circumciſion, and to the whole Moſaical pædogo- 
The Proſelyte of the gate was ſuffered to 
dwell among them was called an inhabitant, 
but was not circumciſed, neither did he con- 
form to the Moſaic rites and ordinances, only 
was tied to the obedience of thoſe command- 
ments, which the Hebrew doctors call, The 
ſeven commandments of Noah.  — 
Wr have no accounts from any writer, of 
their applying the initiating baptiſmal rite to 
the Proſelyte of the gate, or to his children; 
and yet we have very particular deſcriptions of 
their manner of initiating a Proſelyte of the 
covenant : © for, according to the difference 
«of the ſex, and the difference of times, the 
<« rites. of initiation varied. To the 2 
5 cc Q 
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t of a male Profelyte at firſt, three things were 
required; as 1. circumciſion ; 2. a kind of 


purification by water ; 3. the blood of obla- 
tion, which was commonly two turtles or 
pigeons.— To the making a woman Proſelyte, 
were required only purification by water, and 
oblation. Now, becauſe the Jews have nei- 


ther altar nor ſacrifice, they ſay, that for the 
males, circumciſion and purification by water 
ſufficeth; and for the females, only 12288 


tion by water .“ 
ANOTHER writer obſerves, © that there was 


ſome diſtance of time between the male 


Proſelyte being circumciſed, and baptized | ; 
the latter not being till the pain of circum- - 


ciſion was over, or the fore healed and 
that altho ſuch as were of age, and baptized _ 


by the Jews, were firſt inſtructed in the 
principles of their religion, and in the im- 
port of what they went about ; yet we are 
not hence to conclude, that children and in- 


fants, who were incapable of inſtruction, 


were not admitted into the Church by bap- 
tiſm. It is moſt certain, that they bipdzcd 
children, and generally with their parents: 
and, if the parents were dead, the Conſiſto- 
ry of three took care of their baptiſm. If 
an Iſraelite, ſays Maimonides, takes up, or 


« finds an heathen infant, and baptize him for 


Da Proſelyte, he becomes a member of the 


cc 


Church ; but children, who were baptized : 


g * Godwin s Moſes and Aaron, p. IT, 12. 
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FO A Plea for Infants, 
in their infancy, had the liberty to ' retract, 
* which adult perſons had not?. 
Tur ſame writer mentions a farther diffo- 
rence between the Proſelytes of the covenant, 
and the Proſelyt fs of the gate. « The for- 
„ mer were counted as real, tho adopted 
. Jews, bound to the ſame oblervances with 
e them, and converſed as freely with them, 
* as if they had been ſo born; neither might 
de they eat, drink, or deal with the Gentiles, 
« more than the native Jews, *leſt they become 
„ unclean. They worſhipped in the ſame 
court of the Temple with che Hebrews— 
and were partakers with them in all privi- 
„ leges both divine and human — whereas the 
& Proſelytes of the gate were ſuch Gentiles, as 
* were admitted to the worſhip of the God 
e of T/rael, and the hopes of a future life, but 
© were not circumciſed, nor yet conformed to 
the Me/atcal rites—— And tho' admitted to 
«.-worſhip in the Temple, yet, becauſe they were 
& uncircumciſed, they were ſo far looked upon 
85 as Gentiles, as not to be received into the 
* ſame court with the Proſelytes of the cove- 
* nant, but were eſteemed wnclean, and had 
4 there: particular court aſſigned rhem in their 
«© worſhip of God, which was called the Court 
f the Gentiles, and of the unclean ; nor were 
« 3 255 permitted to dwell. in the Wy of, Jeru- 


40 lem . 


* e, Antiq, of Heb. Repu, pry i, p. be, . 
« Ibid; vol, i. P. 5 34. | 
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A Plea for Infants. 11 
Turs account of the wo ſorts of Proſelytes, 
will allow us a proper foundation for the fol- 
lowing remarks. | 
1. IT is not at all ſtrange, that we ave no 


intimations of their ever baptizing the Proſe- 
lytes of the gate, or their children; fince they 


were looked upon as unclean by them, tho! 


they were admitted to worſhip at che ſame 
Temple; which they would not have been, 


had the Jews baptized them. Moreover, 


2. As they were uncircumeiſed, they, . 
the males, had no right to ſuch purification by 
water, for it was only made uſe of to ſuch 


Proſelytes who had ſubmitted tþ circumciſion, - 


and to their children; or to ſuch children 
whom they adopted as Proſelytes of the covenant, 
being orphans. 

3. Tux infants of Proſelytes of the cove-" 
nant, tho' admitted along with their parents by 


| circumciſion, baptiſm, and oblation, the nales; 


and by baptiſm and oblation, the females ; yet 
they were in their generations ſubject to the 
whole Moſaic conſtitution; and therefore, tho 
it was not requiſite that their future offspring 
ſhould be baptized, as the immediate offspring 
of Gentiliſim was required to be, yet they re- 


mained under the ſame obligations to circum- 


ciſion and oblation, that the offspring of native 
Hebrews were under : ſo that the male deſcen- 


dants of theſe Proſelytes were ſubject to cir- 


cumciſion, and the female deſcendants were 
to have the ſame rites >" omg for them, that 
| C2: Ts © 
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2 perform d for the female children of native 
ews. 

4. Hence it will follow, that chrifias bap- 
iſm. cannot, with propriety, be looked upon 
as coming in the room and place of the bap- 
tiſm of Proſelytes of the covenant— that is to 
fay, it does not hence follow, that becauſe bap- 
tiſm was not applied to the future male deſ- 
cendants of Proſelytes, that therefore the future 
offspring of chriſtian converts are not to be 
baptized : foraſmuch as the deſcendants of the 


 Profelytes of the covenant were, in after gene- 


rations, ſubjected to the proper initiating rites of 


that conſtitution ; ſo that altho they were 


eſteemed no longer prophane, as wanting the 
baptiſmal rite, and were eſteemed holy, as the 
natural branches of an holy root, yet they need- 
ed this fort of grafting, viz. the initiating rites ; 
and the initiating rites were applied to them in 
virtue of their being the branches of an holy | 
root. 

To aſk here, the 3 of ts inſtitution, 
and to object and ſay, what good could this 
do infants, who were perfectly incapable of 
receiving any moral benefit by it? would hard- 


ly be to treat an expreſs command of God to 


Abraham, and to the Jewiſh . with 


becoming modeſty. 


Ox the other hand, may we not with muck 
more propriety conclude, that inaſmuch as the 


infants of Jews and Proſelytes had no perſonal 


qualification for the initiating rite, by which 
they were diſtingyiſhed from the infants of 


unbe: 
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unbelievers, and were thereupou own'd and 
admitted as parties in the Abrahamic covenant 
it is but reaſonable' to ſuppoſe, that the infants 
of chriſtians'are as capable ſubjects of ' bapti/m, - 
it being the initiating rite by which their pa- 
rents were confeſs d and own'd to be parties in the 

. chriſtian covenant.—It is plain, that the children 
of Jews, &c. were admitted ifrtue of their pa- 
rents belief, or in virtue of their profeſſing their be- 
lief in the true God—and why may not ours ? 
Wr are confeſſedly ſo fond of our infant- 

offspring, as to allow them capable of rights 
and privileges, which the civil law inveſts in 
them, by virtue of intail, or other tenure of 
poſſeſſions ; and hereupon they are deemed le- 
gal claimants, or are eſteemed lawful heirs of in- 
heritances. — Notwithſtanding which, as the 
children of Proſelytes, baptized in their infan- 
cy, had a liberty to retract, when of mature 
age, and not abide by the engagement ; ſo the 
lawful heirs of poſſeſſions, eſtates, or honours, 

| may, by an act of treaſon or rebellion, forfeit 

| thoſe their rights, or become diſabled from in- 


F heriting when, or even before they arrive at 
; the age of full poſſeſſion. And thus, the in- 
) Fants of chriſtians, (as well as of Jewiſh Proſe- 
, lytes, os thoſe of noble or high birth among 


men) tho they are heirs of the ſpiritual inhe- 


1 ritance, and as ſuch have received the rite of 

: inveſtiture, yet they may reject the terms, and 

7 not comply with the conditions of poſſeſſion ; 

) and fo finally be diſinherited. ekt 
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Wu Ar has been offered, might give us 
ſome light into that famous paſſage of St. Paul's, 
1 Cor. vii. 14. For the unbelieving huſband is 


anctiſied by the wife, and the unbelieving wife 
is ſanctiſed by the huſband ; elſe were your chil- 


dren unclean, but now are they holy, But, as 
there appears to be ſomething very. important 
in ſettling the ſenſe of the apoſtle about the 
HOLINESsS of @ chriſtian's child; I ſhall chuſe 
to take ſome very particular notice of it. 

Ap by their being holy, I do not appre- 
hend, he can poſſibly mean their being ſo in 


a perſonal, moral ſenſe ; but rather, he ſhould 


— 


intend the privileges and advantages to which 
a believer's child is manifeſtly born. In no 
other ſenſe can I perceive, that the huſband 
ſanctifies the wife, or the wife the huſband, 
but as the one or the other has the proſpect of 
being better'd by ſuch affinity. And thus the 
child may be looked upon as holy, its believ- 
ing parent ſeeing himfelf obliged to dedicate 


it to God, and to educate and bring it up in 


the nurture and admonition of the Lord.— 
Nor is the language harſh, or unnatural, by 
which the apoſtle has thus diſtinguiſhed be- 
tween the child of a chriſtian parent, and the 
child of infidel- parents; fince the one was 
likely to be educated in the fear and worſhip 
of the true God, and the other in the fear and 
worſhip of falſe Gods— the one was to be look 
ed upon by its parent, as the offspring of the 
univerſal Father, who had given it birth and 


being the other, as being obliged to Diana or 


Proſer- 


} 
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Proſerpina for its birth, health and ſafety; 
ſhe being the goddeſs to whom the Greeks 
paid their devotions, as the great protectreſs of 
their pregnant and teeming women :— the one 
to be devoted by pure water to the care and 
protection of heaven; the other to be carried 
round a fire made for that purpoſe, in the arms 
of the midwife, on the % day after its birth, 
as the means of its purification, which, we 
are told, was the cuſtom of the Greeks. | 

Tun imagination is wild, that St. Paul could 
intend by the expreſſion, that one parent's be- 
ing a chriſtian, would ſanctiſy whoring, or make 
the offspring, begot out of wedlock, truly legitt- 
mate. The chriſtian doctrine is too chaſte and 
pure, to admit of any ſuch unchaſte and im- 

pure inference, — 

PERH APs we may IE out fn to 
which the apoſtle might allude, or to which the 
expreſſion ſtood rather oppoſed, as well among 
the Greeks as Jews. The conſtitution of the ſes 
made it a prophane, impure, or unholy offspring, 
if it had for ane of its parents an infidel, ſee 
Deut. xxiii. 2. The law of Moſes ſays, Abaſtard 
ſhall not enter into the congregation of the Lord 
to the tenth generation. The word in the He- 
© brew is Mamzer, and is conceived not only to 
© ſignify one begotten | in fimple fornication, out 
af the ſtate of marriage, but a perſon; whe- 
ether male or female, born of any woman 
* whom the law prohibited them to have 
© knowledge of, whether it was by violence 
Sor conſent.— A prion thus unlawfully be- 
£* gotten, 
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« gotten, was not to marry with an Iſtaelite, 
« as all the doctors, none excepted, expound 
« it, as Mr. Selden obſerves s,” © nor muſt 
ow ſoldier marry the fair captive, unleſs ſhe 
« was baptized, and made a Proſelyte of 
<« righteouſneſs, as the Jewiſh doQtors agree bl. 
Her might by this expreſſion, elſe were your 
children unclean, but now are they holy, have 
an eye to ſome Grecian laws and cuſtoms ; ; as, 
They only ſhall be reckon'd citizens (by the 
Civil law of Athens) whoſe parents are both 
* ſo.— He was to be looked upon as a baſ- 
* fard, whoſe mother was not free——and 
* none of ſpurious birth, whether male or fe- 
te male, were allowed to inherit either in ſacred 
"NW civil things, from the time of Euclides 
« being Archon *— Tho' in ſome places of 
« Greece, Whoever had a citizen for his father, 
| te tho' his mother was a foreigner; in others, 
* te thoſe alſo who were born of free women, 
« when their fathers were foreigners, paſſed 
t for legitimate, and inherited the freedom of 
the city they were born in, _— all privileges 
| * conſequent thereto k. 
Tus may we ſee the ogy probability 
= there is, that the apoſtle Pau/ — 1 have his 
| eye on the laws and cuſtoms of the Greeks, 
* ſome of which, in that famous city of Athens, 
treated children as baſtards, if born of parents, 
who were not t both 1 ; and ſuch became yy 
abl 


S Antiq. of Heb. e Vol. iii. ry 265. 7 * P. 261. 
I Dr, Potter's Archæol. Græca, ol. i. P. IST, 
* Ibid, Vol. ii. p. 336. 
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abled to inherit either in ſacred or civil things. 
With what beauty and elegancy does he thus 
addreſs to the converted Corinthian Greeb, 
whether male or female parent; g. d. I pray 
you, have no uneaſy thoughts about your 

© unconverted partner, or the offspring of ſuch 
<<: unbelieving wife or huſband ; for to you all 
<< the privileges of the chriſtian covenant belong; 

and by your means your unconverted partner: 

e may be converted, and reap the unſpeakable. 

benefit! and as to your offspring, it has an un- 

e doubted right to the benefits and privileges of 
the chriſtian conſtitution or kingdom, and you 
may by baptiſm own it, look upon it as holy, 
and treat it as an admitted, acknowledged 

4 member of this kingdom. The laws of 

Chriſt do not exclude it, as the laws of Tu. 

. daiſin would have done, or as the laws: of 4 
©. Athens, tho one of you is yet an alien and 


: ad i wn Pali 25) vis! role ert e 
| 2 Beſides, the apoſtle has uſed the word Hy, 
e when ſpeaking of ſubjects, as little capable of 
ö ſanctity, as an infant. This every one muſt 
| allow; who reads 1 Tim. iv. 3, 4, 5. for there 
he has declared even of meats, the food and 
5 aliment of men, that it is capable of being 
8 ſanctißed by the word of God, and prayer.— 
E May not then an infant be called holy, or be 
L eſteemed: ſanctified, on the faith and piety of 
4 its parent, or by an act of dedication of it to 
d God, as well as a man's food bu ſaid to be 
lanRtified, by a religious act of the eater ?— 


* Opfer- 


4 
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 Ohjedto J 1 is objected, gn" to th of 
the Abrabamic covenant, or to mention the 
15 circumciſing of Mtahow's, male c | 
and the children of the Proſelytes to Jos 
daiſm, in all generations frem Abraham to 
* Chriſt, is nothing at all to the purpoſe, 
for it is not proved tu pg 1 nth 
place of mee rho 70 15 


* — defege. of infants it is offered; that i it is 
very pertinent to mention the .Abrabaruc cove- 
nant, and to take notice of infants having the 
ſign or ſeal of it, from the time of Abraham, 
till the chriſtian diſpenſation took place; foraſ- 

much as the Abrabamic covenant is no other 

than the chriſlian covendnut; the very ſame in 
uss nature and tendency. This is exprefily aſ- 
ſerted by St. Paul, in his epiſtle to the os 
tians; more particularly ſee cb. iii. 16, 17 
the promiſe made to Abrubam was . =— 
That in thy ſetd:all the nations ibe earth 
all be bieſſed; which ſeed was no other than 
Chriſt ;— the which coarnant with Abraham 
was confirmed before. of God in Chriſt, four 
hundred and thirty years befare the laws—lIt will 
then be incumbent on the Objactors to ſhew, 
why not only the natural male deſcendants of 
Abraham ſhould all be oblig d to receive the 
n or ſeal of this covenant in their infancy; 
but alſo all the infants of the ans rpm of the 


covenant, of whatever nation; and yet, that 
1 the rite of rnitiation Is changed, and be- 


come 
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come capable of being applied to 49th ſexes, 
that infants ſhould not be allowed to partake of 


it. There is nothing i in the nature of the cove- 


| nant to forbid this, | becauſe it is the /#if-ſame 


covenant, of which infants were initiated par- 
ties for ninetten hundred years, or thereabouts.— 


Surely, it will be neceſlary (in the eye of im- 


partial judges) that „ who oppoſe, do more 
— lay, that infants are no where commanded 
70 be baptized, under the full exbubition of be 


ou gracious Covenant, —— 


Ir children were in all ages eſteemed as par- 
ties or members of the true church, ever ſince 
God had a diftinguiſh'd people in the world, 
we cannot give up the de on account 
of a mere filence t but may with more reaſon 
conclude, that as the pain 1 rite is aboliſhed, 
and no rite of initiation in uſe among chriſti- 
ans, but baptiſm, they muſt have an undoubted 


claim to that rite, unleſs there be ſomething 


in the ritè itſelf that is forbidding, or of which 
they are not equally capable with the former 
rite, which they undetwent. But. — there is 
no manner of difficulty lies in their way here, 
for the rite is in its own nature much more 


caſy, and more extenſive, as ſhall be conſider d 


hereafter. But perhaps there 80 be e 


in the Ccondipiona * 


o II. Fon it is objected, that unte are 
not capable ſubects of tu” ſince the 
original commiſſion of our Lord's was, that 
 kirdiſiples ſhould 'go teach all nations, 
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baptizing them; and therefore dae 
muſt f baptiſm, | 


We grant, who contend for the baptiſin of 
Fr ua that as it was under the Moſaic diſpen- 
ſation with regard to Proſelytes, ſo it appears 
quite reaſonable under the Chriſtian, that when 
any nation or people are addreſs d to, that have 
not had the goſpel, they ſhould firſt be con- 
vinced of the truth of it, before we offer to 
baptize either them or their children; for it 
would be monſtrouſly abſurd, to apply a rite 
that ſhould diſtinguiſh them from infidels, or 
which aſſerts their childrens right to the privi- 
leges and benefits of the chriſtian covenant, 


when they profeſs d no belief in the chriſtian 


doctrine, and moſt probably would continue 


in their Paganiſm, or Judaiſm, or Mahometa- 


niſm, and educate their children in the ſame 
principles of | infidelity. But then this we ap- 
prehend does no way invalidate or weaken the 
claim. of chriſtian infants, ſince they are as 
capable of receiving the ſign and ſeal of t 

righteouſneſs of faith, as Abrabam's infants 
were ; and the faith of a chriſtian parent, nay, 
his openly profeſſing the chriſtian religion, 


muſt give his znfant-offipring. a claim to the 


external, initiating rite of the covenant; by 

the rule of analogy, as well as that of all fober 
reaſoning, We may fairly conclude, that the 
original commiſſion was never intended to ex- 


clude infants. The order of the wordt will not 


HM this. aGeterraiged * or bring the ar- 
| gument 


* 
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gument to any iſſue; for if none muſt be ba 


tized, but what are firſt taught, becauſe teach- 


„ing is put before baptizing, then foraſmuch as 


children or infants are not capable of believing, 
therefore all of them, that die before they are 
believers, muſt be damned ; for ſo fays the 
letter of the text very expreſaly, Mark xvi. 16. 
Nay, it is the original commiſſion St. Mark 
fays our Lord gave his diſciples, which they 
were to deliver in theſe words, — He that be- 
lieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but be 
that believeth not, ſhall be damned, But cer- 
tainly infants were not intended to be excluded 


ſalvation, or mercy, or life here, on account off 


their being incapable of believing, any more 
than they were intended to be excluded the 


Initiating, baptiſmal rite in the other place, on 
account of their incapacity of being diſcipled 


along with their parents. But his — 


may appear more fully under our conſidering 
another ſort of objection, vis. _ 


Oh. IN. Tarr is expreſs mention made 
in the New Teſtament of adult perſons 
being baptized, but there is an entire filence 
with regard to the baptization of infants ; 
ſince therefore there is neither precept nor 
precedent in this caſe, it will follow, that 
to baptize infants, is to be-wiſe above what 

is written, or it is to innovate «0g the 
can plan, 8 | 

' Nd 
Let 
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Lx it be conſidered, that this objection 
will abſolutely loſe its force in the mouth or 
from the pen of an adult-baptizer; inaſmuch 


as the ſame high charge lies full againſt adult. 


baptiſm, as practiſed at this day among us: for 
I may with freedom aſſert, that there is neither 
precept nor preredent, in all the New Teſta- 
ment, for chriſtians bringing up or educating 
their children till of mature age, before they 
baptize them. 80 that to do thus, is to be 
manifeſtly wiſe above what is written, and to 
innovate upon the chriſtian plan. 750 

_ Befides, there does not ſeem to be a defence 
capable of being made for ſuch conduct. Are 
not ſuch chargeable with altering and changing 
the nature and deſign of the rite? and inſtead 
of making it or uſing it in its original inten- 


tion, vis. as initiatory, they uſe it as confirma+- 


prehend to be fixed, reſolved and determined 


chriſtians; — whereas the rite, as uſed by the 


apoſtles, will warrant no ſuch conduct: for as 

ſoon as men declared, that they believed the 
chriſtian doctrine, they were immediately bap- 
tiged. An open and voluntary profeſſion en- 
titled the man, who but a few hours before was 
an idolatrous pagan, or an infidel, obſtinate 
Jew. Nay, nor was the baptiim of an Evan- 
geliſt ever deemed invalid, tho applied to a 
forcerer, whoſe heart was not right with God, 


Acts viii, 13 and 21 ver. compared, It is in- 


deed ſaid, that Simon himſelf alſo believed; but 
what his faith was, may be learnt from the 


Spirit 
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Spirit he afterwards expreſs'd, who only wanted; 


to make a penny of the miraculous impart- 


ments. And yet, tho' he had no better views, 
but was in the gall of bitterneſs, and the bond 
of iniquity, yet he is expreſsly ſaid, by St. Lale 
the hiſtorian, co BELIEVE. And his baptiſm, 


as to the propriety. or validity of it, is never 


once called in queſtion, which, if it had been 
faulty in Philip, we might have expected, that 
Peter and John would have reproved him, and 
given him ſome cautionary rules to prevent his 


miſapplying the chriſtian rite for the future ;— = 


but there is nothing like it. So that we may 
fairly conclude, that by a gare profeſſion of 
believing, men were entitled to baptiſm in the 
Wi therefore humbly demand of adult. bap- 


ſome clear and determinate rule, by which we 
may judge when a child of common ſenſe, or 
of an ordinary genius, becomes as capable of 
baptiſm. as Simon Magus, and other ſuch: belie- 
vers, who had baſe and low ends in profeſſing 

to believe the chriſtian doctrine. And after this, 
theſe Gentlemen ſhould ſhew, that the rondi- 


tions which they require, as pre-requiſites to 


baptiſm, are not above the ſiae of the apoſto- 
lical ſtandard.— Probably it may turn out, that 


the adult · baptiaers act upon no other authority, 


than their own imagination; and that they 
have made moral temper and character requiſite 
to qualify for baptiſm, when the Scriptures only 
authorize us to underſtand the * 
4 | ; ap- 


tigers, that they will be pleaſed to give uss 


- Ples for län. 
|  baptizing grown perſons, to take place upon 


an explicite declaration, that they gave credit to 
the chriſtian doctrine, whether in reality they 
did ſo, or not What elſe were the carnal, 


the -envious, the factious Corinthians, whom 


PAUL thanks God he had not ba ptixed, only 
Criſpus and Gaius, and the houſholg of Stepha- 
nas; What were "theſe ? ? 1 Cor. iii. begin. will 
inform you. They were but mere babes, they 


had no true notion, at all, of the deſign of 


chriſtianity ; and therefore St. Paul could not 
ſpeak to them, as unto piritual, as to men of 


virtuous temper and character, but as unto car- 


nal ; at beſt, to ſuch as knew no more of chri- 
ſtianity, than a baptized infant and yet, 


theſe could boaſt of their head, or thoſe who 
baptized them, and mag ſuch to be _ 
n ſpiritual fathers |— -- 5 

Ix then the New Teſtament acthirlerids 


with reſpect to the qualification for bap- 
Ker wi g. that no more 4 requiſite to bund 
the claim upon, than a grown perſon's openly 
profeſſing, that he believed that Jeſus was the 
Meſſiah, tho he was a vicious, wicked, im- 
moral man; it follows, that to inſiſt upon 


moral temper and virtuous behaviour, as the 


pre- requiſite to baptiſm, is to go beyond, nay, 
to go without the vule, and to be wiſe above 
what is written. And if it ſhould: appear, that 
hey, 1. e. the adult-baptizers, have'no ſettled 
meaſure, nor any exact ſtandard, by which to 


judge of the degree of quali fication, the charge 
in * objedtion, laid againſt * 
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run high - againſt adulf-baptizers themſelves. 
But there are numbers among the anti-pœdo- 
baptiſts, who have long profeſs d the chriſtian 
religion, as well as many judicious, ſober, hope- 
ful Youth, who have long ſince exceeded the 
qualification requiſite to baptiſm in the ages 
lick 9B, and yet are unbaptized. 

y the way, I would remark, that the adult- 
baptizers are not "the only ſe& of chriſtians, 
that innovate, or act in this caſe, without any 
authority from Scripture ; for there are many 
among the other denominations of Profeſtant- 
Difenters, who will not baptize the child of a 
profeſſing chriſtian, becauſe, in their ſenſe, he 
is not a church member: nay, if I miſtake not, 


ſome infiſt upon both parents being church- 


members, 1. e. ſuch as communicate with them 
at the Lord s ſupper.— But, by what authority 
theſe congregations have ſettled and eſtabliſh'd 
ſuch pre- requiſites to baptiſm, it behoves them 
to declare, that men may be able to judge, 
whether they are in theſe reſpects for Bible-reli- 
gion, or for Proteſtant Popery.- 

To go on; adult-baptizers do appear to 
have neither precept nor precedent in Scripture 


W to ſupport their practice; and inſtead of charg- 


ing infant- baptizers with innovating, they 
ought firſt to clear their own character, or vin- 
dicate their own practice; and to ſhew, that they 
do not poſipene the application of the baptiſmal 
rite—that they do not pervert the deſign of it, 
by making it a wa rg 1 rather a an ini- 
rating ordinance. 

E | Farther, 
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Farther, as to the other part of the objection, 


there does not ſeem to be ſuch a profound ſilence, 


in the New Teſtament, about the baptiſm of 


infants, as is here ſuppoſed, or aflerted ; for 


there are no leſs than three houſholds mention'd 
that were baptized, viz. that of Stephanas, of 
Lydia, and of the Fayler. And it is obſerv- 


able of Lygza, that ſhe pleads thus with the 


apoſtle and his company; if ye have judged me 
to be faithful, come into my houſe and abide, Acts 
XVI. 15. She does not fay, if ye have judged 
me and my houſe to have been faithful, or to 
be belieyers, come and abide with me.—She 
probably had children who were baptized, in 
virtue of her embracing the chriſtian doctrine. 
Her houſbold, of whatever it conſiſted, appears 
to have been baptized in virtue of her faith ; 
and, for my part, I can ſee no reaſon why it 


ſhould not have entitled her children, as well | 


as her houſhold ſervants or vaſſals, to baptiſm. 
It is certain there is no mention made of the 


faith of her houſhold ; but only of her n 


faith. And the probability ſeems greater, that 
they did not expreſs any faith in the chriſtian 
doctrine, than that there were no children in 
her houſhold. It is particularly and expreſsly 
ſaid of Lydia herſelf, that her beart was opened, 
and that ſhe attended to the things ſpoken of Paul; 


| but not one word of her houſhold's hearts 


Being opened, or of their attending to the words 
F Paul, or of their being faithful. And is 
it not an odd fort of a declaration made to the 


Fayler, by Paul and Silas, viz, that if be hin | 
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ſelf believed, he ſhould be faved and all his houſe, 
if his houſe was not entitled to baptiſm upon 
his embracing the chriſtian doctrine ? Ads xvi. 
31. Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and thou 


fealt be ſaved, and thy houſe. 
IT is no objection, that in ver. 34. Fx 1s 


faid to rejoice, believing in God, with all bis 


houſe : foraſmuch as it is no way improper to 
uſe this language concerning him and his houſe, 
tho' ſome of his houſe were young children— 
moreover, 1t will be an argument of great cre- 
dulity in us, ſhould we conclude from this ac- 


count, that on the Jayler's and on Lydia's be- 


lieving, all theirs was ſo influenced by their 
On the 
contrary, theſe houſholds appear to be conſider d 


and treated as entitled to baptiſm, merely from 


the faith of their heads. — And this ſeems to 
be the Scripture Doctrine Y, Baptiſm, viz. that 
the faith of a parent or maſter convert, entitled 
not only himſelf, but all that belonged to him, 
to baptiſm, —Hereupon, 1 would aſk this fair 
ueſtion,— was there ever a greater analogy 
ewn- to ſubſiſt between two things, than be- 


tween the apoſtolick practice of admitting chri- 


ſtian converts, with their houſholds, into the 
chriſtian covenant by baptiſm ; and the man- 
ner of God's covenanting with Abraham, and 


ordering the rite of circumciſion to be applied? 


both the houſhold of Abraham, and thoſe. of 
the Proſelytes of the covenant, were circum- 
ciſed, and admitted upon the faith of their pa- 
rent, maſter, or head; and ſo are the W 
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of chriſtian converts. Surely an unprejudiced 
mind will now own, that there is not an entire 


filence in the N ew Teſtament about infant-bap- 


_ Here we find alſo the difficulty vaniſhing 
about the rigbt of infants to baptiſm, i. e. of 
thoſe infants, whoſe parents have embraced the 
_ chriſtian doctrine; ſince it is plain, that ra- 
ham's faith entitled his children, nay his whole 
male houſhold, to the % of the covenant, 
the ſeal of the righteouſneſs of his faith : cor- 
reſpondent to which, Lydia and the Fayler are 
declared to have their houſholds entitled to 
baptiſm, upon their embracing the chriſtian 
doctrine themſelves : ſo that it follows, the right 
which infants have to baptiſm, is inveſted in 
the faith of their believing parent, according 
to that famous declaration of St. Paul's already 
taken notice of, 1 Cor. vii. 14. The unbelieving 
_ © buſband is ſandtiſied by the wife, and the unbe- 
lieving wife by the buſband': elſe wers your chil- 
dren unclean ; or to be treated as the children 
of the Gentiles, - whoſe laws. determine them 
to be illegitimate, if both'the patents were not 
citizens; and ſo d;/abled from the privileges 
and benefits of their municipal laws and con- 
ſtitutions:— but as the caſe ftanUs, no they 
are boly, or may be treated, as entitled to 
the privileges and benefits of the chriſtian con- 
ſtitution or kingdom. Thus we ſee, that the 
filence is not ſo very profound with regard to 
iünfant-baptiſm; but one may 3 
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New Teſtament to be ir) ſome very plain 
hints about it. 


Obz. IV. BuT It is ey objected, ai wa 
tiſm is of very conſiderable importance in 
the affair of mens falvation, as it is re- 
commended in the writings of the New 
Teſtament ; be that believeth, and is bap- 
tized, ſhall be ſaved ; and he that believeth 
not ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. And 
that expreſſion of Paul and Silas to the 
Jayler, A&s xvi. 31. Believe, —and thou 

halt be ſaved, and thy houſe ; upon which 
he and his houſe were baptized. "Abd the 
Jews were exhorted by Peter to repent, 
and be baptized, every one of them for 
the remiſſion of fins, Ads ii. 38. And hence 
baptiſm, ſuppoſed of importance in the 

affair of a man's ſalvation, cannot be 
plied with any propriety to an infant, 


which is incapable of underſinnding any 
_ about it. 


Lev it be gianed, that bapriſin i is a FRY 
ing rite, by which men and their offspring are 


initiated into the church of Chrift ; and that 


all men, who underſtand it in this light, are 
oblig'd to conform to it in this ſenſe, as it is the 


ſubject of a poſitive command of Jeſus. It does 


not hence follow, that it is the duty of others 


to ſubmit to baptiſm, if upon an unprejudiced, 
honeſt examination and enquiry, they cannot 


diſdern, chat the rite is yet in force, He muſt 


be ; 
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be a very Bigot, who can lay ſuch ſtreſs on any 
pofitrve rite, as to imagine, that the neglect of 
it in thoſe, who diſcern not its weight and mo- 
ment, after a careful endeavour to know the 
mind of Jeſus, will prejudice their final accep- 
tance —And happy is it for the adult-bapti- 
Zers, that baptiſm is not eſſential to ſalvation ; 


fot were it fo, what would become of numbers 


of their children whom they have educated, 
till they have arrived at a moral capacity and 
character, and yet have died unbaptized ? It is 
worthy obſervation, that baptiſm is dropped, 
and not one word ſaid about it, when mens 
damnation is mention'd.' He that believes not, 
that is, who. is not faithful and fincere, ſhall be 
r : 5 
. . THAT paſſage of our Lord's to Nicademus 
may have ſomething emphatical in it. John 
iii. 5, Except a man be born of water, and 0 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. — This, the cowardly Nicodemus, who was 
under the influence of a laviſh fear of men, 
was to conſider, as the neceſſary qualification for 
his being a real diſciple and follower of Jeſus; 
he could not be looked upon as a ſubject of his 
kingdom, . whilſt he was afraid of making an 
open profeſſion of his faith in Jeſus.—It is not, 
that there is any virtue in baptiſm to ſave, either 
infant or adult perſon ; nor can it go farther in 
its cleanſing power, than the taking away the 
Alth of the fleſh, 1 Pet. iii. 21. But neverthe- - 
leſs it is a 72e, an initiating rite, to the bene- 
fits and privileges of that covenant, which 1 
5 = | . the 
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the promiſes of eternal life. So men were bap- 


tized into the doctrine of remiſſion, as they 


were thereby enter d and own'd as parties in 
the chriſtian covenant; to whom the promiſes 
would belong, if they conform'd to the Spirit 
of it. But this will by no means prove, that 


all the firſt converts, who were admitted to 


baptiſm, were finally faved.— Profeſſing the 
chriſtian religion, and being baptized, were 
the qualifications for partaking of the light and 
aid. of the Goſpel, and of obtaining falvation 
by Jeſus: Chriſt, upon a proper uſe of ſuch 


light and aid; but neither baptiſm, nor a pro- 


feſſion of the chriſtian religion, ever did, or 


will, entitle any man to ſalvation, who attains * 


not to the Temper and Spirit of the Goſpel. 
Bur if by thoſe expreſſions, F thou believeſt, 


and art baptized, thou ſhalt be ſaved, or, if 


thou believeſt, thou ſhalt be ſaved, with all thine 


houſe, we muſt underſtand, that the gift of 


eternal, happy life, ſhall be thereby ſecured to a 


man, and to his houſe : this would ſuppoſe 


the doctrine of imputed faith to have a ſurpri- 
Zing operation !—But ſurely the apoſtles in- 


| tended no more, when they ſpoke thus to the 
Fayler, and to others, than that they and theirs 
ſhould have the means of eternal happineſs put 


into their hands; and they and theirs ſhould be 


admitted and acknowledged by them, as mem. - 


bers of Chriſt's church and kingdom. 
Tux ſettling of this point muſt have great 


weight in the doctrine of baptiſm., I would 
therefore, in order to ſhew, that by he that 


_ believeth, 
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_ believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; be, 
and his houſtold, can intend no more, than his 
having the great mean of mercy, the Goſpel 
aid, that brings ſalvation, put into his hand, 
and into the hands of his; for his believing, and 
being baptized, was not ſufficient to ſecure his 
own final acceptance.—Befides, Chriſt had him- 8 
ſelf many diſtiples, who apoſtatized, John vi. 
66. And he declares, that in the day of retri- 
bution, in that day, Many will ſay to him, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophefied in thy name? and | 
in thy name have caſt out devils! and in thy 
name have done many wonderful works To 
whom he will profeſs,” I never knew you; depart 
from me ye that work miquity, Matth. vii. 22, 
23. So that many that have believed, i. e. pro- 
feſs d to believe the chriſtian doctrine; nay, I 
doubt not, many who have really aſſented to 
the truth of it, and have been baptized, ſhall 
| Hot enter into the kingdom of heaven, when un- 
detſtood of the kingdom of glory. It there- 
fore follows, as a clear caſe, that when the 
apoſtles thus expreſs themſelves, or our Lord 
thus expreſſes himfelf, that he that believeth, 
and is buptized, ſhall be ſaved ; or, if thou be- 
el, thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thine houſe ; muſt 
| not be underſtood, that eternal liße ſtood in- 
1 _ fallibly connected and ſecured by ſuch faith 
i Aud baptiſt; but only that ſalvation, 7. e. the 
higheſt means of ſalvation, would be put into 
their hands. Hereupon we find the apoſtles fo 
frequently deſctibing Ancere, conan and uffi- 
Abus endra our; great labour; patient continu- 
| ance 
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ance in well-doing ; acts of ſelfdenial and mor- 


trfication ; and contempt of the world, as ſtand- 
ing in connection with glory, honour, immorta- 


lity, and with ſecurity of eternal life. 

OuR. blefſed Lord commands his diſciples, 
ſach as believed on him, and were baptized, to 
Arive, to ſtrive with the greateſt earneſtneſs 76 en- 
ter in at the ſtrait gate; for many will ſeek to enten 
in, i. e. by methods which do not imply due 
application, and a becoming earneſtneſs, but 
ſhail not be able, Luke xiii. 24.——S0 that men 
may believe the Goſpel, and be baptized, and 
yet not be finally ſaved. They have indeed 
the moſt apt means of ſalvation, by embracing 
the Goſpel, but that itſelf will not operate as 
a Charm ; its being in the head, without 
duly affecting the- heart, and influencing the 


life, will only leave the man eternally ſpeech- 
leſs, and without any plea in arreſt of judg- 


ment, when the ſentence comes forth, Den 
from me. 


Tu us it is evident. "Thad bapeiſa is of no 


farther importance in the affair of mens ſalva- 
tion, than as it is the external, initiatory rite, 
by which they are acknowledged as the ſub- 
jects of Chriſt's viſible kingdom, and entitled 


| to the benefits of it; and of this rite, ſo un- 


derſtood, infants of chriſtians are capable, nays. 
they are the proper ſubjects of it — 

Farther, Infants, which are baptized by us, 
we own to be incapable of any thought or un- 
derſtanding about what is applied to them; 
yet let none venture to aa the practice 85 

| n | this 
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this account ; for they will find that our Lord 
did himſelf uſe a  bapti/mal rite to grown per- 
ſons, and laid ſo much ſtreſs upon his doing 
It, that he told one of them, that unleſs he 
ſubmitted to it, be bad no part in bim, Ard 
yet this very perſon, whom he was to ſo waſh, 
or baptize, knew nothing, no more than an 
infant, of the moral intention or deſign of the 
baptiſm, ſee Jobn xiii. 7, 8. Jeſus ſays to Pe- 
ter, what, I do thou knoweſt not now ; but thou 
ſhalt rnow bereafter. Peter ſays, thou ſhalt 
never waſh my feet. Jeſus anſwered him, if 1 
waſh thee, not, thou haſt no part in me. Let 
ſuch, who throw contempt on the baptiſm of 
infants, becauſe they are not capable of under- 
ſtanding .the intention of it, beware, leſt they 
do not, by ſuch conduct, reflect on the ui 
dom of Jeſus; who, in the inſtance juſt men- 
tion'd, has, as it were, rebuked ſuch contempt, 
and ſtopped the mouth of the objector. 

Bor perhaps infants may be better qualified 
for baptiſm, than the objection ſuppoſes; for 
the Anti- pædobaptiſis have ſometimes put the 
baptiſm. of our Lord, by Jobn in Jordan, 
Matth. iii. 13.—as a precedent for adult-bap- 
tiſm. The contrary to which appears to me, 
to be the truth of the caſe ; for tho' his being 
baptized of him before he enter d upon his 
publick miniſtry; may intimate this as his plea- 
_ Jure, vig. that bapti/m by water fbould initiate 
ell into bis kingdom ;—yet if the conditions of 
paptiſm contended for in adult perſons be at- 
dende tO, vis. repracance towards God, and 
= Falte 
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faith in our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; every one at firſt 
fight will perceive, that our Lord was capable 
of neither ; he had no fin to repent of, and it 
is not to be ſaid, with any propriety, that he 
could or ſhould believe in himſelf, as the con- 
dition of his baptiſm. So that in theſe very 
material reſpects, if our Lord was a precedent 
for water-baptiſm, infants are only capable of 
reſembling him herein ; for they are innocent, 
and free from guilt or euile. 


053. V. Lr it be objected, that if children 
are pure, imocent and holy, then they 
have no need of waſhing ; and baptiſm 
muſt therefore be very LY * 
* to them. : 


— 


Vow ſee that here the precedent of our Lord's 
baptiſm flies in the face of ſuch objetion ;— 
beſides, there muſt be ſometbing taken for grant- 
ed to reſt the objection upon, or it will have 
no manner of foundation; and that ſomething, 
I am of opinion, muſt be this, vis, that the 
baptiſmal water has, in a moral ſenſe, a chan- 
eng efficacy or virtue: or, that in the language 
of ſome, it can renovate, regenerate, and change 
the very nature of the ſubject. But this is de- 
nied, as it is impoſſible from ghe very nature of 
the thing ; for how ſhould tha, which at moſt, 
when applied, can only wth away the filth 
of the fleſh.;. how ſhould this cleanſe, purge, 

or purify the conſcience ? It cannot have this 


effect on * perſons, - which is confeſs d by 
F 2 | the 
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the practice of adult-baptizers, which is pro- 
feſſedly upon the principle of the ſubjects of 
| baptiſm being believers, and ſuch as are truly 
penitent and pious ; and of conſequence, they 
may be looked upon as holy or ſan:ified, before 
the application of water takes place. So 
that the ſame objection would lie againſt their 
need of waſhing, that lies againſt infants need 
of ſprinkling; the one being actually purified 
and cleanſed, the other truly harmleſs and in- 
nocent: and upon this principle, neither the 
one nor the other ſhould be baptized it being 
quite ſuperfluous to apply water to cleanſe that 
which is already clean. And were it not ſo, 
water has no ſuch deterſive quality, as would 
reach the inward pollution 
Beſides, it never was eſteemed to have the 
place of an öbjection, viz. infants being the na- 
tural branches of an holy root. On the con- 
trary, it was their being ſo, from Abraham 
down to Chriſt, that gave them the title to 
the ſign or ſeal of the covenant and that 
made it proper to apply baptiſm to Proſelytes 
and their offspring, as marks of their being 
diſtinguiſhed from idolaters ; in which impure 
ate, they had been before Proſelytiſm. And 
2 rite being applied to the infant-offspzing of 
ians, plainly, aſſerts their being acknow- 
ledged holy, or as having a rigbt, in virtue of 
the faith of their parents, to the privileges and 
benefits of the chriſtian covenant, 
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Ob. VI. ir is objected, from another pat 


of chriſtians, that to repreſent children as 
pure and innocent, is to fallify or deny 
the truth; for they are all born in original 
in, c and are all by nature children of 
wrath ; and therefore hbapti/m ſhould be 
applied to them, as the Jauer of" regenera- 
tion. That baptiſm hereupon muſt have 
a a regenerating efficacy; the water being 
ſanctified to the myſtical waſhing away 
of fin, as well as its being a rite, by 


which the infant is incorporated into fears 
body of Chriſt's een 


Wu ar e there is ** this by 


theſis, I cannot ſee in the revelation. The 45 


doctrine of imputed demerit or guilt, appears 

to me to be contrary to all firſt principles of 
truth or equity. And the doctrine of what is 
called original fin, has been ſufficiently exploded 
by many judicious writers; and of late, it has 
been treated with great judgment and ingenuit 7 
by the Reverend Mr. John Taylor of Norwic 

in his Scripture Doctrine and Appendix. Wh ich - 
performances ſeem to have been as fatal to this 
enormous Goliab, as the ſtones from David's 
fling were to the  Philiſtine giant. To theſe 
writings I would humbly refer the objectors to 

the innocency of infants ;' and ſhall add, that 


no ſuch gloomy, no ſuch horrid idea ſhould 
be indulged by a diſciple of Jeſus, as to ima- 


Line his 6 his W the ob- 
Jects 


38 A Plea for Infants. 

jects of God's wrath, or chargeable with any 
guilt or demerit —To talk of the fathers having 
eaten ſowre grapes, and the childrens teeth being 
fet on an edge, is a proverb only to be expected 
from the mouth of a perverſe, way- ward, pro- 
voking people, that dared to charge God's ways 
«o1th' being unequal !—And nothing leſs than an 
_ apprehenſion of having gommitted the moſt 
atrocious acts of villainy and wickedneſs, could 
have juſtified ſuch an expreſſion in the mouth 
of David, viz. Twas ſhapen in py; and in 
fin did my mother conceive me: for, let but 
David contemplate himſelf, at a time when 
he is not under the ſenſe of ſuch departures 
from God, and he will qeſcribe his formation 

na much more juſt and becoming manner; 
8 even as the ſabjett of his praiſe, and not of 
his ſelf- abhorrence I wall: praiſe thee, _ 

I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
vous are thy works, and that a auen 
rigbt well, Pſ. exxxix. 14. 

AND how does Fob 8 plead che 

divine regards and tenderneſſes towards him, 
5 from his being God's workmanſhip? ch. x. 3. 

I it good to thee, that thou ſhouldft deſpiſe the 
work or labour of thine hands?—and ver. 8. 
\Thine hands baue made me, took pains about 
me, accurately wrought me, diſcovered great 
{kill in my — ;—thou haſt faſhioned me 
round about. So exquiſitely curious is the whole th 
of my frame, that there is not a part but what | 
ta real ſubjeRt o of wee and er agree 
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And wilt thou yet deſtroy me? Remember, I be- 


ſeech thee, that thou baſt made me.— 


Tuus evident is it, that infants are fo far 
from being the children of wrath, or the ob- 
jets of God's diſpleaſure, that they are his 
workmanſhip ;—his, whoſe-productions/ are al- 
ways worthy of himſelf ; his, whoſe tender 
mercies are over all his works They cannot by 


any means have offended him, for they have 


no power or capacity, no organ, no faculty; no 
appetite, but what he has placed in them ; 
and they have not been able to expreſs ummoral 
or vicious temper and conduct. Moreover, was 
it poſſible that God could look upon them as 
ſinners, and as the ſubjects of his wrath, it 
muſt convey no very honourable idea of him, 

to ſuppoſe, that he ſhould appoint an external 


remove their obnoxiouſneſs, and conciliate or 
appeaſe his wrath towards them ? This implies 
indeed an imputation of great virtue and effi- 
cacy to the water, and may do well enough as 


the antagoniſtical or repellent charm, to that 


of imputed fin ; — for it cannot operate by any 
known law of reaſon or mechaniſm, in rege- 


© nerating, or in renovating the nature of the 
| infant's ſoul. So that unleſs. the imputed ori- 


gina! fin be ſomething very ſuperficial, the ex- 


ternal application of water can never remove 
the turpitude,— , 


5j. VII. Bur truly Mr. Barclay would take 
from us every Text that mentions Water- 
| Vapor. 1 . 


rite, that, like an incantation or charm, ſhould 5 
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- Baptiſm ;—but how conſiſtently with the 
apoſtolical practice already taken notice of, 


it behoves thoſe to ſhew, who avow his 


principles. The odd manner in which he 


has explained away Texts, may be ſeen 


by any who conſult his Apology. I ſhall, 


as a ſpecimen, take notice of one, and 
that is, 1 Pet. iii. 21. The like figure 
whereunto baptiſm doth alſo now ſave us 


(not the putting away the filth of the fleſh, 
but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards 


God) by the reſurrection of Jeſus . — 


HFis comment is as follows: 


* So plain a definition of baptiſm is not in 


all the Bible; and therefore ſeeing it is 
* fo plain, it may well be preferred to 
*- all the coined definitions of the ſchool- 


men. The apoſtle tells us, firſt nega- 


* tively, what it is not, vis. not a put- 


ung away the filth of the felt; then 


* ſurely it is not a waſhing with water, 


e fince that is ſo. Secondly, he tells us 


« affirmatively, what it is, vig. the an- 


„fer of a good conſeience towards God, 


yy : the reſurrettion of F oft Chriſt ; 


here he affirmatively de 
te anfwer (or confeſſion, as the Syriack 


nes it to be 


e verſion hath it) of a good conſcience. Now 
tee this anſwer" cannot be, but where the 


F* Spirit of God hath purified the ſou), 
4 and the fire of his judgment hath burn- 


 *.edupthe unrighteous nature. More- 


1550 th _ the 3 in this oe does ſeem 


e eſpecially 


Ger e 2 © 9 air. oe. cy Os re, ee. 
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et eſpecially to guard againſt thoſe, that 
* might eſteem Water- Bapti/m the true 

e baptiſm of Chriſt,” Non the compa- 
riſon introduced by bim- in the preceding 
verſe;) © to preyent ſuch miſtake, he 
« plainly affirms, that it is not that, but 
another thing — it is not the put- 


ting away. 


Moreover, Peter calls 


ee this here, which faves, the au, ty 
_ *antitype, of the thing ROW: TR — 


Abel. p. 419, 420. 


Tux ſtreſs of his argument les! in this, VIZ. 


that becauſe baptiſm, the antitype, 


does not 


faye by waſhin ag away the filth of the fleſh, Plus 


baptiſm does 


by the anſwer or confe 
= of a good OY towards God ; 


therefore 


the apoſtle could not intend, but muſt exclude 
ein. ſeems to be too ſo- 
550 hiſtical ; for the apoſtle Paul ſays, that in 
tbrif Feſus there is neither circumcifion nor un 
circumcifion, Col. iii, 11. But will mens em- 
bracing the chriſtian doctrine, ſome circum- 


ciſed, and ſome uncircumciſed, render them 


neither circumciſed nor uncircumciſed ? —He 
aſſerts alſo, that. there is neither male nur female ,; 


for Je are all one in Chrift, Gal. ĩii. 28. 


ut Wil 


this prove, that there remains no diſtinction of 


he 


ſex, h n perſons become chriſtians F Nay, 
et likewiſe, Gal. yi, 1 5. that in Cbraft 


Jeſus neither circumcifion avai leth any thing, - 


nor uncircumfion, but a new creature. 


canſe either the one, nor dhe other” araileth. 
8 


But be- 


does 


fleſh. 
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does it therefore follow, that a man's becoming 
a, new creature, will leave him neither circum- 
ciſed nor uncircumciſed ? This would be 
eſteemed a mere Jeſuitical comment, and would 
want the hocus pocus of infallible authority to 
reconcile it to. our aſſent or approbation. 
And' why ſhould we give in to ſuch a conclu- 


ph from the apologi/? ?—The apoſtle had been 


tioning water, deſtructive water, from 
which, NoA n had been ſaved in the ark. The 
antitype whereunto baptiſm does even now ſave 
us; the repercuſſion or reflection that water 
now makes, has a ſaving aſpect; and ſo is the 
proper antitypd to water, when viewed in its 
deſtructive form. Nevertheleſs, it does not 
fave us by the pitting away of the filth of the 


virtue, or efficacy in the baptiſmal water: it i 
no where the doctrine of the New Teſtament.— 
But we agree with St. Peter, that baptiſm, the 
antitype to the deſtructive deluge, from which 
Noah and his family were ſaved, can do no 
mote than waſh away the filth of the fleſh: 

and that the anſwer of a good conſcience will be 
tequiſite to our partaking of the benefits of 


Chriſt's reſurrection and exaltation. But then 
this by no means proves, that Water. Baptiſn 
is here excluded; without water, you have no- 


thing to ſtand as the antitype to the watry de- 
luge. And it is not to be conceiy'd, that St. 


Peter ſhould intend to exclude Water-Baptiſ, 


OD Wk 8 _ when 


1 F 
131 


24.86 Cimkathe e Tye fowl be rendir'd „ 1 Cor. 
Ui. 15. ſaved, fo as from fire. 


Nor do we contend for any N 
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| when he would not ſuffer men to g0 without 


it, who had already received the Holy Spirit, 
Atts x. 47, 48. he commanded even them 
to be baptized. 

Beſides, we have laid down this as a moſt 


general moral view of Water-Baptiſm, namely, 
that it ſhould ſignify perſonal purity; and that this 


is the demand of the rite upon all ſuch as would 
conform to the intention of it : juſt as circum- 
ciſion, and the baptiſm of Proſelytes had been, 
under former diſpenſations. So St. Peter uſes a 


word, which ſignifies the DEMAND of the 


chriſtian rite, viz. that men ſhould be holy. 
And this is the proper ſenſe of the word, entge- 


Tz, render'd the anſwer. It is the very lan- 


guage of the 777e to demand perſonal purity ; 
which baprized perſons muſt endeavour after 


according to their capacities, or the rite will 


ſignify nothing to Me or fan worſe 
than nothing. 


00%. VIII. St. Paul has declared — impro- 
priety of Water-Baptiſm, when he ſaid, 
1 thank God, T baptized none of you, but 
Criſpus and Gaius, — 1 Cor. i. 14. And 
xl Chriſt ſent him not to baptize, but to 
preach the Goſpel : for altho' Water-Bap- 
7iſts interpret ver. 17. as ſignifying, that 
St. Paul was not principally ſent to bap- 

.  tize; yet this expoſition, we are told, 
is to be rejected as ſpurious ; for, a Was 
vor ſent to baptize ”. 

G2 WE Is  - 


2 bee Barclay's Apol, p. 429. Edit, vi. 


f 
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I would be a ſufficient refutation of Mr, 
| Barclay's reaſoning, ſhould we only reply, that 
if St, Paul was not ſent to baptize at all, he 
thus by. baptizing acted beyond his commiſſion; 
and ſhould have made it the matter of his Hu- 
miliation before God, and of his penitency be- 
fore the Corinthians, namely, that he had know- 
ingly and wilfully ated contrary to or perverted 
the deſign of his commiſſion in three ſeveral 
inftances among them.—And he might, no 
doubt, haye had matter enough for confeſſion, 
from what he had done elſewhere in his apo- 
ſtolic journeys. —But there is not any thing 
more evident, than the reaſon why Pau/ thanks 
| God he had baptized ſo few among them, 
namely, his ſeeing that they made ſuch a per- 
verſe uſe of their baptiſm (as has been before 
_ obſery'd)—they made their baptizers their /þ:- 
ritual fathers, and ſet them up as the patrons 
of their faith] and hereby were ſplitting and 
rending the church into parties, ,and oppoſite, 
jarring ſects and factions. 2 7 


7 


IT is no manner 1 that Water-Bap- 
t 15 don't belong to the appointments of Jeſus, 

that Paul is thankful he had no party among 
the Grinthians, that could tumultuouſly cabal, 
and inſult over others, on account of his having 
baptized them.—Be/ides, at the fame time when 
it intimates to us, that preaching the Goſpel 
was. more properly the work of an apoſtle, it 
Admits of baptizing to be. very conſiſtent with 
ie apoſtolic character, ſince he owns, that he 

bad baptized ſeveral perſons among them. 7 
„ 8 | eons 1, 


[| 


) BR. i . 


w - O- 


and circumciſion is that of the heart, 
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Tux ſpirituality of the chriſtian diſpenſation 
does not, in the leaſt, render baptiſm improper, 
fince our Lord himſelf ſubmitted to it. And. 
the firſt chriſtians, who had received the in- 
partments of the Spirit in the higheſt or moſt 
extraordinary ſenſe, were able to, ſpeak with 
tongues, and heard to magnify God, Ads x. 46. 
were upon this account looked upon as unde- 
niably fit to receive Water-Baptiſm, ver. 47. 
So the reaſoning of Mr. Barclay ſeems to have 
miſtook the New Teſtament doctrine concern- 
ing Water-Baptiſm. Had he been preſent, with 
his own ſentiments about him, he would not 
have ſaid, Can any man forbid water, that theſe 
ſhould not be baptized, which have received the 
Holy Spirit as well as ue; or as St. Peter, have 


commanded them to be baptized ;—but he would 


have ſaid, theſe. have already the baptiſm of the - - 
Spirit, the only baptiſm of Jeſus; and they need 

no water, nor l they baue any.—— Thus 
oppoſite were the ſentiments of St. Peter, and 


of this Apolagiſt. 


Op . IX. Bu r perhaps Gal. iii. 28. may be obs 
jected, vx. that there is neither MALE nor 
FEMALE, Gut all are one in Chrift Jeſus . 
and more eſpecially Col. iii. 1 1. that there 
is neither circumciſion nor uncircumcifion ; 
and Rom. ii. 28, 29. for he is not a Few, 
which is one outwardly ; neither is that cire 
caumcſion, which is outward in the fleſh : 
but be is a Jeu, which-is one inwardly ; 
18 

the 


J 
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Wo > Spi: rit, and not in the letter, whoſe 
praiſes not of men, but of God GI 


| ſuppoſes, that the ſpirituality of the chri- 


ſtian diſpenſation will admit of no 21 
, external rites, 


bl 


I freel y own, that the paſſage in Galatians, 


and that in the Colofpans, do appear to belong | 


to the chriſtian, bapriſmal rite, i. e. that bot 
paſſages appear to be of the. fame import, and 
to have a reference to the rite being applicable 
to both ſexes; which had not been the caſe 
under the Abrabamic covenant and Jewiſh po- 
lity ;. for their initiating rite was applicable only 
to the males. 
War I reckon that paſſage in the Coloſſians 
to be of the fame import, is, that the apoſtle 


has the very ſame point in view in both places, 


- viz. ſhewing the advantage of the chriſtian in- 
ſtitution, as prior to that of the Moſaic. Be- 
ſides, he would be guilty of a tautolggy, ſhould 
he be ſo underſtood, as to intend/Few and Gen- 

tile, by ci rcumciſun and uncircumciſn here; 

for he had juſt uſed the terms, neither Greet 
nor Jew; and leſt the word | Greek ſhould be 

. underſtood as an appellative, only proper to the 

| Gracian people, he ſubjoins Barbarian, Scy- 


d 7hian, bond or free. 


- His. declaring then, that there is neither mal: 
nor female, muſt refer to the diſtinction made 
among the Jews, by that initiating rite circum- 


ciſion; and in any cure ſenſe 1 cannot find it 
? 3 „ 9 | 


27; 
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In the ceremonial luſtrations or purifications 
of infants, of both ſexes, there was no diffe- 


rence under the law ; the females being treated 
in the ſame manner as the males were treated, 


as to the burnt-offering, or the offering of atone- 
ment before the Lord, ſee Lev. xii. 6, 7, 8.— 


They were likewiſe eſteemed equally holy with 
the males, as there was the ſame limitations 
preſcrib'd to each in their laws about marriage, 
Deut. vii. 3.—Thby daughter thou ſhalt not give 
unto his fon, nor bis daughter halt thou take 
unto thy ſon— 

AND there was the ſame law againſt the 
proſtitution of a daughter, as there was againſt 


the proſtitution. of a ſon, to idolatry or incan- 


tations, Deut. xviii. 10 — Nay, the very female 
ſlaves or vaſſals, might not be ſold to a ſtrange 


nation, tho' her maſter had dealt um : 


with her, Exod. xxi. 7,—12. | 

; Bgs1Dzs,. they did eat the paſſover, as 
wall as the males, in every family ; and altho' 
they were not equally enjoin'd to attend yearly 


the three great feafts at Feru/alem, with the 

males, (their various confinements, not always, 

| or very ſeldom admitting of it) yet they did 
attend the feaſt of the paſſover at Feruſalem, as 


we find by St. Luke's account, 7. e. when they 
had ability or opportunity, Luke ii, 41, 42. 


MoxEoveR, the Jewiſh females, both wo- 


men and children, are expreſs parties. in the 


Jewiſh covenant, as may be proved from many 
Places; among which conſult, Deut. xxix. 10, 


Fh 12. e viii. 35. 
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Six therefore we can find no other mark 
of diſtinction made between the males and fe- 


males among the Jews, only that of the ini- 


tiating rite of circumciſion, we may fairly con- 
clude, that the removal of this diſtinction is in- 
tended by the apoſtle, when he ſays, that in 
Chriſt Jeſus, or under the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
there is neither male nor female, circumciſion 
nor uncircumciſion ; for in fact, unleſs we fo 
apply it, it is falſe ; foraſmuch as, Tterall y ſpeak- 
ing, there muſt be both male and female, and 
there cannot but be either de or un- 
circumciſion. | 


» : Bu T. the objedtich would ſuppoſe, that 


82 * ſuch 1 is the ſpirituality of the chriſtian diſ- 
nſation, that no rite whatfoeyer is required ; 


8 and that the apoſtle intended to intimate as 


„ much, in the above Paſſages, cited in the 


+ © objeftion.”—— 


Bor that could not be bis e ; ' Gince 
chat Taft Text, in Rom. ii. ſays as ſtrong things 
of the Fewiſh 3 rite, it not determining him a Jeu, 
or an holy perſon before God, or a real child of 


7 n; but, he was to Have the circumci- 
fon of the heart, to anſwer to the external cir- 


cumciſion, otherwi he would find it of 10 
avail to him; or, In the lan $M of St. Pe- 
ter, he muſt have the anf anſwer 57 a go onſcience 
"towards God; but che it by no 1 de- 
termin d it unneceſſary for a Jew, confider'd as 
ſuch, and wWhilſt under that conftitution, that 
he ſhould be citcumciſed; for this was his in- 
diſpenſible duty, altho it was not ſufficient to 

recom- 


9 


| 
J 
1 

| 
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b 
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| 
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for without water, a good conſcience has 17 
ſymbol of purity to which it anſwers. And 
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recommend him to God without a reſpondency 
}f moral, virtuous temper and conduct. And 


it is the ſame as to the chriſtian rite; but then 


by analogy it does: not follow, that becauſe bap- 
tiſmal water can only waſh away the filth of 
the fleſh, and that the faving qualification, is 
the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God, 
that therefore, we are not to be baptized ; 


conſequently, in the language of St. Peter, baptiſm 
is not ſuperſeded by the ſpirituality. of the 


. chriſtian diſpenſation. + 


Wx might farther remark, that tho the 


moral temper of the Jew was to anſwer the 


outward rite of circumciſion, yet he had the 
rite applied in his infancy ;—ſo that it ſtood as 
for of from the circumciſion of the heart, in the 
Spirit, with regard to time, as the anſwer of a good 
conſcience does from the application of bap- 
tiſmal water to an infant. So that baptiſm is 
fitly applied to an infant, notwithſtanding the 
ſpirituality of the chriſtian diſpenſation. 

As methinks there is ſomething very na- 
tural in extending the application of kaptiſm-to 
us proper compals, 1. e. ſo as to include infants, 


when we compare with this one hapti/m,. one 


A ls co ee, gp 
brough all, and in us all, Eph. iv. 5, 6.— 


— ; 


oh X. Ir may be objected by men, who 
are for rejecting: revelation, and being ab- 
ſolutely guided by 29 light of nature, that 

4 Fa 3 


* * 


1 
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8 ; to talk of the uſe of the external rite of 
baptiſm, in a religious ſenſe, is inconſiſtent 


with the pure documents of reaſon, or 
the light of nature. f 


Iris confeſs d, that this objection would have 


had ſome weight, if theſe rites had been re- 
preſented. as in themſelves qualifying for the di- 
vine acceptance; but this is denied. Men may be 


baptized either in adult years, or in infancy, and 


in neither the one, or other age, receive any the 
leaſt benefit from it, by neglecting to uſe aright 
and improve the benefits which it is the exter- 
nal fign or ſeal of their being initiated into; 
ſo. men may eat and drink in Chriſt's name, 
and jn remembrance of his death, and yet be- 
come no way influenced by the de/ign of it, 
which was. to redeem men from all iniquity, 
- But what of all this? it does not hence follow 
that there is no aptitude in the one or in the 
other, to become the means of mens becoming 
more reafonable, or ſpiritual and. holy. 
Non let an advocate for the religion of na- 
ture triumph here over revealed religion, the 
religion of Jeſus; for, notwithſtanding the light 
of nature carefully attended to, . not fur- 
niſh a man with any one religious rite that is 
merely poſitive (this being abſurd in its own 
nature; foraſmuch as what ariſes from the light 
of nature, as the dictate of pure reaſon and fit- 
neſs, muſt have Tomething intrinſically moral 
In it,) yet men, under no other guidance than 
their own reaſonings, and the converſation and 


* 


wk A aw 3 rj pus op op _”» 


A Plea for Infants 51 


refleQions of thoſe about thein, I mean, men 


deſtitute. of an expreſs revelation, have uſually 
run, if not always, into numberle/s rites, and 


a multiplicity of idle and infignificant ceremo- 
nies —Nor can any religion in the world boaſt 
of that ſimplicity which the chriſtian can,— 
as any man muſt own, who forms his jdeas of 
it from the New Teſtament, and from thence 
only.,—Altho' there are ſome churches, which call 
themſelves chriſtian, that can vie with the moſt 


ſuperſtitious and idolatrous pagans, in ſuperſti- 


tion and idolatry. 


. 


| 05 XI. Bu r it is again ſaid, that tho bap- 
tiſm might poſſibly become a mbral mean 


to an adult perſon, yet we ſee not how it 


can affect an infant; for ſuppoſing it to 5 
die in infancy without baptiſm, it is a mete 


jeſt to imagine; that it will be worſe treat. 


ed by the univerſal Father, than if it had 


been baptized : for the omiſſion of it was 


no matter of blame in the infant. 


We grant, that in the caſe of an infant dying 


unbaptized, there is neither reaſon nor ſcripture 
that will give us any foundation to ſuppoſe, 


that God will treat it the worſe, for not having 


been baptized, ſince it was no way blameable 


for the omiſſion. But it does not hence follow, 
that the parent of ſach infant would be nel 
leſs; for if he ſaw that God had ever demand- 


ed, that the infants of believers ſhould have the 


lame rite applied to them, that had been ap- 


D H 2 ; plied 


2 


J W 
plied to their parents, and that the faith of the 
parent, or his profeſſing the chriſtian doctrine 
entitled his infant- offspring to baptiſm, he would 
act an unchriſtian part, to refuſe to have his child 
baptized.— 2 85 | 
Again, It is not pretended, that baptiſm has 
any moral yirtue or efficacy in it, but that it 
icertains the right of the child or grown per- 
on to the PRIVILEGES of the chriſtian cove- 
nant, i. e. conlider'd as moral means ;—but 
it does not hence follow, that an infant would 
fare the worſe in the hands of its Maker, for 
not having had this its right aſſerted, or ſealed 
by baptiſm.— But the parent muſt be greatly 
- guilty or criminal, if he ſaw, that it was the will 
of his Lord and Maſter, that infants ſhould be 
thus acknowledged, as taken within the encloſures 
af infinite love and goodneſs, and yet neglected, 
I be kingdom of God in Jeſus, is certainly as con- 
deſcending and compaſſionate, as the kingdom 
of God had ever been under former diſpenſa- 
tions; and this kingdom had always embraced 
_ Infants, by the very ſame rite that their parents 
Were admitted: and why ſhould not we then 
conclude, that the infants of believing or pro- 
feſſing chriſtians muſt have a claim to the ini- 
tiating rite of his kingdom? But inaſmuch as 
2 rite of initiation has ever been thought pro- 
per to diſtinguiſb the people of God and their 
offspring, from idolaters and their offspring, 
baptiſm will be in force among chriſtians while 
the world ſtands ; unleſs the whole babitablc 
. Fa#th ſhould become the Kingdoms of the Lor ; 


» 
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and of his Chriſt, and there ſhould be but one 
name, and one worſhip throughout the habitable 
world. 5 4 
Bu r it is time to conſider ſome other Ex- 
couxAGEM RN TS, which chriſtian parents have, 


thus to dedicate and devote their infant- offspring 
to God ;—and, i 


» » 


I. Tux kind expreſſions which the author 
of our religion ſhewed to infants, recommends 
the pareptal Srorgen towards our offspring; and 
is a moſt engaging view of his government. — 
It ſhould endear his name to all men, in- that 
be is become not only our head and Lord, but 
he is alſo become the Guardian of our infants, 
and their lives and intereſts are under his care 
and notice. So that we may underſtand him 
as ſaying to a chriſtian parent, when dying, 
Leave thy fatberleſs children, IJ will preſerve a- 
live, and let thy widows a in me,—Beſides, 
Ou bleſſed Lord openly and affectionately 
declared of infants, that ſuch was their ſimplicity | 
and purity, that they were a ſtandard of the qua- 
lification of grown pes entring and becoming 
the ſubjects of his kingdom, Marth. xviii. 2, 3. 
And Feſus called à little child to him, and 
bim in the midſt of them, i. e. of his diſciples, 
and ſaid, Verily 1 ſay unto you, except ye be 
converted, and become as, little children, ye ſhall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again, 
ch. xix. 13, 14. Suffer little children, and forbid 
| Them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven. 
"4648 | | 23 |  TIwE 
Wat inſfinct of nature, implanted in us for the preſer- 
vatian of our offepring. 1 
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Tux admirers of Jeſus, had many of them 
expreſs d a juſt and natural fondneſs for their 
children ; and they (thinking Chriſt to be, 
what . he really was, a prophet mighty in deed 
and word) wanted bis bleſſing on their infants, — 
To this purpoſe they brought them to him, 
that he might lay bis hands upon them, His diſ- 
Ciples indeed rebuked them, weakly thinking, 
their infants not capable ſubjects of Chriſt's bleſs 

ing ;—but Jeſus, ſo far from rebuking, en- 


courages the temper of their parents, and com- 


plies with their requeſt.— Mark tells us, cb. x. 
14, 16. that he ſaid, Suffer little children to 


come unto me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch 


i the kingdom of Gd; and theſe youn 
children, he took up in his arms, be put his hand. 
upon them, be 2 them.——And Luke ſays, 


ch. xvii. 15. that they brought unta. him infants 


alſo : or, as it may be render'd, even infants, 
(xa: Ta Been.) So the copulative render'd alſo is 
uſed, 1 Cor. xv. 24. Rom. viil. 23. 2 Gr. i. 3. 
Jam. iii. 9.— And even'of infants, or concern- 
ing them, he gives this charge, viz. that his 


diſciples ſhould ſuffer theſe L1TTLE CHILDREN 


fo come to him, and not forbid them, ſee ver. 16. 


of that 18th of Luke. | : 
| Wurar can be more plain, than that the 


Fewiſh mothers were hereby encouraged to em- 


brace the chriſtian doctrine, even from the 
thought of having their infants. under the care 
and compaſſionate concern of Jeſus ! For, if 
capable of being bleſſed by him, ſurely capable 
of that rite which initiated into his Er 

8 | | unleis 
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unleſs any could think ſo prepoſterouſly, is to 
imagine infants capable of being parties in the 
covenant, members of the body of Chriſt, ac- 4 
knowledged ſubjects of his kingdom, and yer - 

| not capable of the external mark, token, u, ” 

or ſymbol of it. 
SURELY the diſciples had ſome leſſons to 

learn, from theſe inſtances, viz. how they ſhould 

themſelves- behave towards infants ; otherwiſe, _ 

it would have been ſufficient to have had in- 

fants produced, as ſamples of humility and in- 

| nocency, without our Lord's S %ing them.— 

But the gratifying the deſire of their parents, 

| in ſo expreſs a manner, muſt teach what re- 

gard and reſpect is warranted, by his own ex- 

ample, to the infants of believers ; unleſs any | 

will preſume to ſay, that our Lord's bleſſing 

theſe infants, was only a piece of mere com- 

plaiſance, and had no manner of reaſon or 

bgnificancy in it.—Suppoſing that his blefling | 
them, was only praying for them, if they were 
proper ſubjects of prayer, they muſt be pro- 

per ſubjects of baptiſm, becauſe prayer is an kx- 

preſs moral mean, and therefore ſuperior to a 

poſitive rite —— 

II. AnoTHeR encouragement for chriſtian 

y parents to baptize their infant-offspring, is, that 

'" [HE declaration of St. Peter's, when he addreſs'd 


near 3000 converts — = manner,—Repent, 
"x and be baptized every one of you, in the name of 
4 | — Lor Jae fir the miſſin of fins ;—for 
5 omiſe is 5 and to your CHILDREN, 


the R 9.— | 
* Would | 


36 APlafu Infants. 


be bids them repent, and be baptized, he tells 
them of the promiſe being made to them, ard | 
to their children. Had he had any excluding 
reſerve: in his own mind, it would have been 


fote, they muſt 


Would not any one of us, had we been part 


of St. Peter's audience, have underſtood him 


thus, Repent, ye that are capable of repent- 
e ing, and be baptized every one of you; for 
ce the promiſe is not only to you, but to your 
& children ; therefore you need not confine the 
« initiating rite to yourſelves: for as it is the 
open and acknowledged claim that you your- 
& ſelves have to the promiſe, baptiſm muſt be 
“ applicable tb your children alſo, as the pro- 
« miſe is to them as well as to you?“ The 
baptiſm of the Jewiſh converts, was a ſort of 
cancelling the /e of circumciſion, and why 
ſhould they leave the ſame ſeal uncancell'd in 
their children? —It is therefore plain, that, 

Hx muſt intend to intimate to them, their 
childrens right to baptiſm along with them- 
ſelves, and they muſt underſtand him ſo; for 
at the ſame time, and in the ſame breath, that 


unjuſtifiably wrong; for he ought to have ex- 
plained himſelf, and not have talked of a pro. 


miſe belonging to their infant-children, whom 


he knew wanted no repentance, and could not 
believe: but an the contrary, he intimates, in 


the plaineſt manner, ſome for of intertſt that 


- 


* 
. 


their children * in the promiſe; and there. 

| ſt naturally think of applying 
the rite or feal to them alſo.— To have forbid 
it, would have been enough to have raiſed 


: jealouſy, 
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jealouſy, and occaſion'd great and warm debates - 


among them.—They knew that their children 


7 
OY 
- 


had partook of the initiating rite of the Moſaic 


covenant, along with them, f. e. in their infancy ; 


and if they themſelves were to be initiated into 
| the chriſtian covenant by baptiſm, they would 
have looked upon th&ir children, as not enter'd. 


without it ;—which great difference in the treat- 


ment of their children, could never have been 
paſs d over without the greateſt objection and cla- 
mour. So that the ſuppoſed abſolute fence about 
it, is a violent preſumption in favour of their infants 
being admitted along with them to the ſame 
rite of initiation.” And moreover, when we call 


to mind the manner in which theſe very people 


received, into their conſtitution, the Proſelytes 
8 covenant; nothing but the prevalence 
of the moſt inveterate prejudice can lead us to 
ſuppoſe their infants were denied baptiſm, 


Obj. XII. To this it is objected, that the 
_ chriſtian doctrine was not calculated to 
indulge mens prejudices, but to combat 
them ; as appears by many inſtances in 
the New Teſtament writings : and that 
therefore, we are not to ſuppoſe that the 
Jewiſh children were admitted to baptiſm. 
More eſpecially, as there is no one expre/ſ$ 


2 - 


mention made of an infant's being bap- 


tized. Nay, that Jobn the Baptiſt has. 
actually combated this prejudice, by his 
telling the people, Marth. iii. 9. that God 


was 


FE 
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Was a of theſe flones to raiſe up children 
unto Abraham — «+ 


Ix anſwer to which it may be ſaid, that 
this objection has not any force; for tho there 
is no expreſs mention made of the baptizing of 
one infant, yet, from what has been offer'd, the 
: probability lies greatly the ſide of infant- -bap- 
iſm, from an impartial view of the 84 
lation.— 

Beides, this cannot be underſtood, as com- 
Tating the Jewiſh prejudices about infant-bap- 
tiſm ; for it lies thus, the harbinger had taught 
the converts which he made, that the king- 
dom of the Meſiab, was to be a noble, exalted 
kingdom, a kingdom of heaven ] a kingdom of 
very enlarged privileges to what they as Jews 
enjoyed ; and that it was a matter of vain 
| boaſting in them, to ſay within themſelves, we 
| have Abraham for our father. The very inani- 

mate ſtones in the deſart could have as good a 
claim to their being the children of Abraham, as 
they had, who wanted every moral diſpoſition, 
who reſted in their natural deſcent, and ima- 

gin'd, that becauſe of this, they were the ſub- 
jects of divine favour. No, ſays Fobn, let me 
tell you, you are fo 1 miſtaken, that 
God is able to raiſe up of theſe ſtones, con- 
tinuing ſuch, as proper children of Abraham, 
as you are, You are only his children as born 
of the fleſh, not in the temper and complexion 
of your Spirits ; and as all matter is eſſentially 
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theſe very ſtones would be capable of claiming 


| as near a relation to Abraham, in a proper 


ſenſe, as you, Let it be obſerved, that this 
could have no manner of reference to their in- 
fants ; they are not at all concern'd in the de- 
claration ; for they were not capable of tbink- 
ing in their ſouls, or in themſelves, about their 
being deſcendants of Abraham ; nor were they 
capable of bringing forth fruits meet for repen- 
fance. So that this will not ſtand as an inſtance, 
in which the Jews had their ' prejudices com- 
bated about their childrens right to the initiating 
ſign of the covenant. | gu 


III. Parents, who profeſs the chriſtian reli- 


gion, may be encouraged to dedicate and de- 
vote their infant- offspring to God, by baptiſm, '-- 
| fince they are by expreſs command to bring 


them up and educate. them in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, Epb. vi. 4. z. e. they 
are commanded to bring them up, nouriſh, and 


feed them, with that healthy, pure, and pro- 


per inſtruction, that is the nurture and food 
of chriſtian-children ;——and in the admonition 
of the Lord, i. e. as the ſubjects of his laws. 


The admonition is to have the force of a law; 
(wobec) the word render'd admonition, in its 


true acceptance, implies authority ; eſpecially 
when thus uſed, the admonition of the Lord, 
it ſignifies to put them under the mind or law 
of Chriſt, This conſideration ſhould encourage 
a parent to apply the rife to his child, as it is 
| 5 „ an 

* Compounded of icy and 21. 
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- Thy acknowledgment of its being thus put by 


him, under the care and dominion of Jeſus, 
The authority of Jeſus over it, muſt be aſſerted 
in its nurture and education, as well as his 
tender conch for it,— | 


Axp he may reaſonably do fo, becauſe, if 


the baptiſm of his child was to be defer'd by 
him, / after he had thus educated and brought 
it up, he would either have had it mention'd, 
as a motive that he might uſe with the child, 
to encourage its attention, via. that it ſhould 
hereafter have the initiating rite—or, at leaſt, 
the fandard of the child's meetneſs, either 
| from age or experience, would have been ex- 
preſsly aſcertained: — but the abſolute ſilence 
that there is about chriſtian parents deferring 
the baptiſm of their children, till of mature 
or adult age, is a ſtrong preſumption, that the 
time of initiating them could not be miſtaken ; 
but was obvious from the cuſtom of the true 
church for nineteen hundred years. The laws 
and cuſtoms of which church had always al- 
| lowed of their being initiated in infancy ; and 
that the condition or qualification was, the 
faith of their parents, or their profeſſion of the 


true religion. 


IV. CHRISTIAN parents may be encouraged 
to dedicate their infant-children to God by 
baptiſm, ſince thoſe their children are actually 
concerned in the doctrine of remſion, or in the 


_ - efficacy of Chriſt's death. But baptiſm for the 
| remiſſion of fins may be properly applied to in- 
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fants, tho innocent, and under no charge of — 

blame; ſince a deliverance from death is, in 

the language of Scripture, at leaſt a part of the 
doctrine or benefit of remiſſion. Any one will 


own this, who reads over Rom. v. and 1 Cor. xv. 


in which laſt argument of St. Paul's he fays 


expreſsly, that as in Adam all die, ſo in Chrift 
ſhall all be made alive, ver. 22,—Now, either 
infants do nat become mortal through the one 
offence of Adam, and ſo have no concern in 
the death of Chriſt, z, e. in the reſtoring in- 
fluences of it; or, if they are render'd obnoxi- 
ous to death by the ſin of Adam, and ſo may 


be ſaid to die in him, then, as certainly as they 


do ſo, they ſhall be made alive in Chriſt, i. e. 
if all that die in Adam, ſhall be made alive.in 


Chriſt, and if children die in Adam —But the 
death of infants thus confider'd, renders them 


actually concerned in the death of Chriſt; and 
i muſt then follow, that they have a right to 


baptiſm, as the ſign or ſeal of the doctrine of, 

| remiſſion; unleſs any will ſay, that they are 
capable ſubjects of the benefits, but not of the 
| external ſign of thoſe benefits. But, foraſmuch 
able ſubjects of 


as infants were undoubtedly 
Chriſt's bleſſing, as they were actually bleſſed 
by him, ſo they muſt be capable ſubjects of his 
care and notice, as they are creatures ſubject 


to die in infancy, and will become a part of 


the ALL, that ſhall be made alive by him. 


Ir it ſhould be thought preſuming in any, 
to oppoſe the moſt current opinion of fathers 


and- of /ynods, even as high as that famous 


African 


* 


African one of 2 54, wherein infants are ſup- 
poſed to be baptized for the remiffion of fins. 
I might refer any common reader to that very 
decree tranſlated .into Engliſh, by the Author of 
the Enquiry into the Conſtitution, &c. of the 
primitive Church? ; for that ſame decree de- 
termines the fitneſs of applying baptiſm to in- 
fand, as they are the workmanſhip of God, and 
have no fin that is their own.—And altho' we 
deny that infants can have any other folks ſins 
imputed to them, either that of their fathers 
or grandfathers ; or can be. chargeable with 
any crime whatſoever, the confent of their will 
being eſſential to guilt or demerit ; yet, we are 
willing to own, that there is a purging or 
cleanſing *, that may be figured by their bap- 
tiſm, and that is, from death or mortality. For 
*Chrift has thus - purged or cleanſed the con- 
ſciences of adult perſons from dead works, that 
they may live to God, Heb. ix. 14. 
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V. CuRISTIAN parents are encouraged | to pr 
dedicate their children to God by baptiſm, for- = 
aſmuch as the conducteis highly fit and reaſon- th 
able; for, the church of Chriſt would not be m. 
o en e »vi/ible, tif 
v Part ii. pP. 46. Os | | 
1 Aber is this any un, triptural ſenſe of the word cleanſe; 
for nabeupso; properly fignifies ſubverſion, deſtruction, or de- AP! 
molition, and is ſo uſed by St. Paul, 2 Cor, x. 4.—for the WM we 
pulling down of ſtrong holds—and ver. 8.—for your deſtruc- | 
tion.— Th the blood of Feſus may cleanſe from ſin, by de- 
moliſhing or making void the dominion of death. And the 
word xaleupw, ſo underſtood, may poſſibly refer to the cleanſing; 
1. e. the pulling down or demaliſhing the infected houſes of the 


% 


lepers, ſee Lev. xiv. 45.— 


. 


A Plea for Infants. 63 
viſible, if there were no external rites or ſer- - 
vices, by which its members might be diſtin- 
guiſned. But all ſocieties among men, that 
have privileges and benefits belonging to them, 
have ſome criteria, or marks, by which they 
acknowledge their members, and have ſome 
diſqualifying laws. Theſe have had ſuch re- 
gard to the infant-offspring of their members, 
as to make laws concerning their right by pa- 
trimony, or how qffalified or diſqualified by 
birth ;—and the church of God has ever ad- 
mitted the infants of its ſubjects to be enter'd 
and acknowledg'd, as enfranchiſed in its rights 
and privileges. So that as in gonformity to all 
order, divine and human, the chriſtian church has 
included the infants of its members, as entitled to 
the rite of initiation : Hence the chriſtian parent, 
by thus dedicating his offspring, behaves worthy 
jr WW the character of a reaſonable being, that diſcerns 
9 the chriſtian conſtitution to have advantages 
it attending it, every way worthy, not only his 
own concern, but the intereſts of his offspring. 
And by applying the rite, he openly aſſerts the 
to proper extent of the kingdom of Jeſus :—where- 
r- as, witholding the rite from infants, ſuppoſes ' 
a- | them as not entitled to its privileges, or not as 
be members of Chriſt's viſible church. For if bap- 
le, i film be the rite by which men are enter'd as the 
allowed, acknowledged members, or ſubjects of 
e Chbriſt's kingdom, it follows, that till the rite be 
de. applied, even men that believe the Goſpel, as 
the well as infants, for want of | baptiſm, are not 
. 5 n the 
de- ; + | 
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the allowed, acknowledged members of Chriſt's 
church. But the profeſſing chriſtian, that 
Tees his infant entitled, by virtue of his own 

profeſſion, to baptiſm, will with pleaſure thus 

dedicate it, as it is hereby admitted and owned 
to be entitled to the benefits of the conſtitu- 
tion.— He will not, by denying it the initiating 
rite, expreſs any indifference he has about the 
privileges and honours of the chriſtian cove- 
nant but, on the contrary, expreſs his 
high ſenſe of the great honour conferr'd on his 
infant-offspring, that they are thus admitted 
and enrolled, as heirs of the everlaſting inhe- 
ritance | 5 FR” 
Ce it delight the heart of a parent, to think 
His child is born an heir to a great eſtate? or 
that he has a ſon born, that ſhall inherit his 
titles? —or that ſhall ſucceed him in hogourable 
employments ?—what are all theſe foundations 
of Joy, to that of a chriſtian, that can look 
upon his infant-offspring, whether male or fe- 
male, as equally entitled to the honours, the riches, 
the pleaſures of the kingdom of Jeſus ?—— 
THis view of baptiſm, if allowed to be juſt, 
will ſuggeſt to us the following things. 
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I. FRom what has been offered, it does T 
plainly appear, that there was no manner of © 
occaſion for giving any expreſs law to the Jews, 1 ( 
about the initiation of their infant- offspring, » 
into the chriſtian covenant : fince by Mater- { 
Baptiſm they had ever been uſed to gs * ; 

1 | | children 


. tized, or the houſholds of any one, converted 
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children of converts to Judaiſm ; and in con- 
ſequence of which, John the harbinger came 


1nitiating them and theirs into a new diſpenſa- 
tion by water, Marth. iii. 5. —and the Męſiah 
bimſelf was initiated into his publick miniſtry 


by water, even before he began to combat temp= 
tation —All ofrwhich circumſtances taken to- 
gether, give. us a moſt convincing view of the 


clearneſs of the doctrine of :nfant-baptiſm :— 


for as Chriſt was not tempted till after his -bap- 


tiſm, ſo infants are like him baptized, before 
they enter upon the conflict—And as to the 


Gentiles, the apoſtles being Jews, had as plain 
a direction about the initiation of them and 
theirs, as could poſſibly be imagin'd. —So that 
the giving of an expreſs precept about infants 


. Nitiation, was quite needleſs. 


II. Tuar Water-Baptiſm is a rite, which 


- undoubtedly belongs to the chriſtian inſtitu- 


tion. For the diſpenſation of the Spirit, or the 


baptiſm of the Spirit in the apoſtolic age, was 


attended with Water-Baptiſm, and did not at 


all ſuperſede it. — 


III. TnAr Water-Baptiſm, as a chriſtian 


rite, conveys not any moral influence; it can- 


not regenerate, change, or renovate the Spirit 
of a man; or alter his moral character towards 
God, . e. make him qualified for happineſs, 
who, in his own habitual frame and diſpo- 
ſition, is impure, or unholy : for it only can 


remove the filth of the fleſh. 


IV. Taz qualification for infants being bap- 


from 


& 
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from infidelity or idolatry to. the chriſtian faith, 
was, in the apoſtolic age, the FAITE, of a 
Serene, maſter or head. | 
V. Ir therefore may be looked upon, to 
be no other than an initiating rite; and the 
— intention of it will be perverted, when it ls 
uſed as.a confirming rite. 

VI. Tux muſt miſtake the tas natyre bo 
chriſtian baptiſm, who teach, that it ſecures the 
final ſalvation of men; foraſmuch as it has no 
moral efficacy, and riſes no higher in the qua- 
 lifications for it, even in grown perſons, than 
their profeſſing che chriſtian religion, whether. 
.fincerely or not —Every unprejudiced mind | 
muſt allow, that the Goſpel itſelf, is a much. 4 
more important mean of mens ſalvation, than | 
baptiſm tan be; and yet, many will finally 
periſh, who have been favoured with the New 
Te eflament in their own, language, and ho 
might have found eternal life in it. 

VII. .T#osz churches, who ky a, 
qualification, as a neceſſary y pre-requiſite N. 

3 tiſm, ſeem to have no authority from. ae 
_ for. their demand, and are wiſe: above. what is | 
=Y written. For ali, who 18 d the chriſtian. | | 
= | . religion, or to believe i in_ Jeſus, whether. they. | 
did fo, or not, in reality, were entitled ta bapr. 
tilm, both they, and. their bouſho)d,— hy 
| therefore act a preſumption part, who. refuſe, 
to baptize any, Whoſe parents, maſters, or an 
do openly profeſs the. "Ebriſtiag. religion. — Such. 
ſhould, not, baptize at all; for if SINCERITY 
* made 5 th dem a neceſſary, "Et 
aptifm, 
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baptiſm, it is impoſſible any one of them can, 
with certain propriety, baptize the infant of 
any parent; he cannot, unleſs he has an fal- 
libly clear diſcernment of his Spirit. Nor can 
any, upon this principle, be able to judge of 
the fitneſs of any adult perſon for baptiſm, 
VIII. Tyey miſtake, who. imagine, that 
baptiſm is improper and wnfit for the offspring 
of chriſtian parents, becauſe of their berng the 
branches of an holy root ;—for it is this holineſs, 
that, in the language of the Revelation, qua- 
lifes their offspring for baptiſm : or, Water- 
Baptiſm, when applied to an infant of chriſtian 
patents, does, in its own nature, declare, that 
its parent, or parents, is, or are chriſtians, — _ 
X. Taz infant of a chriſtian parent, has 


not ſo properly its privileges enlarged by bap- . - 


tiſm, as aſſerted; for baptiſm only aſſerts its 
right to the bleſſings of the chriſtian covenant, 
which it may either / well or abuſe, when it 
becomes a moral agent ;—unleſs _ Dt 
X. Wr ſuppoſe, that the parent of ſuch 
child is influenc'd, by ſuch act of dedication, 
to greater circumſpection and care in its nurture 
and education; if fo, then baptiſm will appear 

to have encreaſed the advantages of the infant. 
XI. THERE is an apparent decency and fit- 
neſs in having an initiating rite applied to the 
Infants of chriſtians ; fince no good conftitu- 
tion of human government, and none of the 
divine, (fince he has had a ſeperate, diſtinguiſhed 
people in the world) have ever neglected ap- 
pointing meaſures of qualification, for their aſ- 
: ek certaining 
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certaining the right of infants to the benefits of : 
their communities. . 
XII. Tur imputation of original fin to chil- 4 
- dren, and the aſſerting that they are, by nature, | 
and as born into. the world, the deſerved ob- t 
jects of God's wrath and damnation, has been 
the fatal, deluſiue ſource of thoſe ridiculous 
, doctrines of Water-Baptiſm, which teach, that 
it can do inconcei vably more than put away the ( 
filth of the fleſh ;—that it can change the very 
nature of the ſubject, and ſo alter its tate to- | 
wards God, as that, of a child of wrath and f 
damnation, baptiſm makes it a child of favour 
| 
| 
{ 
{ 


and ſalvation.— wy 

For inſtance, the Pap Is Ts are ſo fond of 
diſplaying their ſpiritual ſorcery and incantation, 
that they have made the Sacraments to give 
grace, in their language, ex opere operato; that 

is to ſay, they give grace by the efficacious 
virtue of the actions performed, or words ſpoken 
in the adminiſtration. of the ite. 

Ax p what they intend by giving grace, ex 
opere operato, may be learnt from an expreſs 
decree of their Trent Council, which is, that | 
not only all fin is ſo taken away by baptiſm, 
* as not to be imputed, but it leaves no fin I 
e inherent, nothing that can be imputed as a 1 
* ſin to thoſe who are baptized ““. 

No wonder men have been, and are ſo ex- ; 
travagantly fond of themſelves, on accoynt of | 
their baptiſm, —even ſo as to rely upon it for 
their ſecurity or claim of eternal falvation ! 0 | 

| 9 


1 


0 


Counc. Trid. Seſſ. 5. decret. 5. 


of a good conſcience towards God! 
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all this, without concerning themſelves in the 


moral claim of this poſitive rite, viz. the anſwer 


Nor need it become matter of ſurprize, 


. when the prieſis had thus impoſed on the 5 
weakneſs of their charge, by implanting and 


Tooting in them this leading principle of ſuper- 


ſtition, they ſhould add ſome actions of their 
own, with sPECIAL ſignification ; as that of 


|. exſu uftation, or breathing hard upon the party, 


to exorciſe and conjure the devil out of him. 


putting ſalt into his mouth, and anointing bim 


upon the crown of his bead with holy chriſm, 


Sc. all to expreſs the great feats that were done 
for the infant.—And that the whole virtue 
may not be ſuppoſed to be only in removing 
his guilt, and driving the devil out of him; 
they have actions expreſſive of ſtrong reſolu- 
*. that they implant in him, by ſigning him 


with the /ign of a crucifix —By all which, 
theſe great dealers in magic, ron EY 


of unſpeakable importance. 


Tuß whole of this vile ſuperſtructure i is 


founded on a moſt enormous and corrupt foun- 


dation. ix. that impious doctrine of God's 


workmanſhip, being by nature, and as it comes 
cout of his hands, perverſe, degenerate, and dig- 
bolical ! juſt as if the all- boly, righteous, and 
good creator, ſhould make beings of a nature 


oppoſite to thoſe conſtitutions of things, under 


which be deſigned to place them! or, as if 


he did not make the human offspring for him- 


ſelf, but for the devil? "yp one would be 


| inclined 


” 
: | ** 
* ——— — DüQ—n—q— —— 


% A for m 


| inelined te believe from the dv#yine, that if 


it is true, we are properly the workmanſhip of 
the devil, and not e- t] * 
iretual 'exorrifts above-mention'd, are ilt 

— violating the laus of right, in En 
the devil out of his own property ; or in taking 
from . whai, by nature, is truly his own. 
I | 

XIII. Uo; the rarventions of men, or een 


2 "tow of prieſts, who want to have poſſeſſion of 


the fault of men, in order the more effectu- 
ally to have the command of their paſſions 
and purſes, takę place, we may expect to hear 
of their ſacred and conſecrated bajids giving 
virtue to the water, and making it much more 
efficacious, than. from ' the hands of the a 

Ales, who could not make it beach 44 
than the putting away the filth of the of 
For, notwithſtanding: the apoftles could make 

1 more of baptiſm, than an initiating rite to 

a grown perſon, and to his offspring or houſe- 


hold; yet, theſe Gentlemen pretend to a much 


greater efficacy in their adminiſtratiohs :. for 
the very reaſon, that they had their o/dination 
from the hands of ſuch, who, in an rridoubt- 
euly lineal ſacceſſion, derived their po 


= files and therefore, fince a ſnow: ball greatly 


 _ _ enlarges by long rolling in the ſnow, it follows, 


that the apoſtolical powers have greatly ſwell'd 
dy tradition. Upon ſuch fort of pinnacle 
principles, you may now and then expect to 
_ af; 4 perſons being REBAPTISED. 


4 


from 
ſuch, who derived their powers from the apo- 


Their 
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Tbeir firſt haptiſin has not had water enough, | 
e only the baptiſin f water, —and: . 4 
performed by the hands of perſons, who did 
indeed believe the doctrine of Jeſus, but Were 1 | 
not. believers in their ſenſe; and: therefore, had 4 
not proper authority; never had: apo/telical o. \ 
dination, i, e. never received the gu of the [1 
Holy Gl from epiſcopal, or truly authorized! . ©. 
hands.- ay, what, is yet much more ma | 
vellous, in ſome countries may be found;. men 
claiming theſe apoſtolical conveyances, Who 
are duch her fect adepts, in the art of applying 
water with a regenerating efficacy, that 92 5 
an kal, baptize, 5. e, thay. can, they Ay, y 
water juſt /o fur, as, will; ſecure; the: happy, ait | 
of an ps ny ſhould it die with that baptiſm ; =_ 
and, yet, if it ſhould live, it requires to, hans 
another. ha, added, i. e. it muſt be bettan done, | 
aſe the fir ft ſaving baptiſm-will,not be ſuſſiaent 
for the purpoſes of holy living among men !— 
And we may be aſſured, that no man is f 
ficient, or can be) ſufficient for;theſe things, un- 
leſs he has ers ad wn to him ſome 
very ee d impartments.— But to give 
every man his due, it is incumbent on me to 
take notice of the conſpicuous virtues of theſe 
ubnderful apoſtolical men; and therefore I would 
remark on the uncommon modeſty of ſome of 
theſe uncommon men, who glory in their B EIN 
CALLED OF Gop,. AS Ww, AS AARON; and are 
ſo humble, as to lay the foundation of tbeir 
claims upon the Levitical Priefthood,—which 
muſt be NO of their "0" 1 3 
Tn 
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fince'we are aſſured, that there was NO MAN- 
NER OF PERFECTION belonging to that order! 


{Sand compare Big E 


Bor, to add no more, 

XIV. WovLp mien, who out themſelves 
chriſtians, form their notions of Water-B aptiſm | 
from the plain doctrine of it, as it lies in the 
Revelation; no objection, no contempt, no ri- 
dicule, would be able to faſten upon it: but 
it muſt appear worthy of that rational, pure, 


benevolent ſcheme of truth, N Sen 7, 
God has exhibited to men. q 


* 


I. Ir gie Dare bet pee, that I 
ſhould. have took ſome notice öf the Mopr 


of baptiſm ; but a ſmall pamphlet lately pad 
liſhed, entitled, Plunging a Subject of Bigotry, 


| when mailer — to ehen, wh made chat 
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